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A PRICE LIST DEVOTED TO 


FFORDABLE RARITIES 
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WELCOME TO OUR FPL #26! 


Let’s face it. Rarities are cool. They make headlines when they sell, and the most 
famous rarities seem to break record after record as more collectors want to own these “trophy 
coins,” and have the resources to bid aggressively. Colonials have not been immune to this 
trend. When I started collecting, back in the 1970s, you could pick up a decent NE shilling for 
$10,000 or so at auction, and a New York pattern might run you $5,000. A legendary rarity like 
a Brasher doubloon would cross over into the 6-figure realm, while something like the unique 
Wheele Goes Round Higley hammered at “only” $60,000. State coinage, especially lower-to- 
middle grade rarities were bargains, with R-8 CT coppers often selling for a couple hundred 
dollars, lower-to-mid grade R-7 New Jersey coppers routinely available for under a grand, and 
rare Fugio varieties equally reasonable. If you want to “read ‘em and weep,” take a look at the 
prices realized for auctions from the late 1970s through the late 1990s — most are available on the 
Newman Numismatic Portal. But while cheap by today’s standards, they were actually strong 
prices for their era. What that Brasher sold for in 1980 would have bought several houses in 
Southern California — and its most recent price tag would have bought...several houses in 
Southern California. The biggest increase in prices have been on coins outside of the traditional 
spotlight, such as rare die varieties in the various state coinage issues, as well as other series that 
now have reference books devoted to them. Coins that 20 years ago could be had for $1,000 or 
less might be $10,000-20,000 (or more) today, especially when they are the last handful of 
varieties that many collectors will be able to add to their holdings before hitting the wall. 

Having rare varieties in your collection also elevates its importance — and usually leads to 
you getting better prices for the whole collection when it is sold. A 300-variety Connecticut 
copper collection or a 100-variety New Jersey collection will get noticed, and attract bidders — 
whereas a collection 50 common NJ’s and 100 CT’s might not. But owning rarities does more 
than pad the ego a bit, they actually help you get (and stay) interested in our collecting, often for 
a lifetime. If everything we collected was dirt common, we just wouldn’t be as interested in it, 
would we? If you could write a check and buy a complete set of something, are you really 
collecting, or are you just making an investment in a commodity? Collecting is the pursuit of 
coins you want — over the course of decades, and often with numerous painful losses of things 
that you really wanted, but which someone else wanted more. Owning a variety where there are 
few known will certainly make you far more interested in obtaining as many other varieties as 
possible — and that is what moves you from a novice to an advanced collector. 

It is interesting to contemplate WHY certain varieties are rare. Sometimes this can be 
obvious, as when a variety is only known in a late die state, and we can assume that a die broke 
early in its life, meaning few were struck to begin with — and with an estimated survival rate of 
under 1% for all colonial coinages, simple attrition over time made that variety quite rare. Or 
perhaps one die shattered, and another was swapped in for the last few minutes of coining for the 
day, the only time those two dies were paired, creating a rare variety out of nothing other than 
timing. But often the reason for rarity is inexplicable. A variety might only be known in perfect 
die states, with no damage that would cause either die to be taken out of production — and 
sometimes that perfect die is used on just one variety, which has only a single example known! 
Very little in the colonial coinage series was struck for collectors (the few things that were made 
for them were produced in England, for British collectors), so it makes financial sense for the 
various coiners to get all the use they possibly could out of each die they had — but that was not 
always what happened. Dies could be damaged both in and out of the press, shipments of certain 


varieties could have been lost or mostly destroyed, and some varieties may have just had bad 
luck and ended up in the melting pot in greater numbers. It certainly cause one to wonder. 

What is interesting is that EVERY colonial series that has more than a couple die 
varieties contains rarities. One would expect all levels of rarity in large series like Connecticut 
and New Jersey coppers, but in a small series like Nova Eboracs? Four varieties, two common, 
one rare, one extremely rare (and yes, I have that one on this list!). There are extremely rare 
varieties in small colonial series that are relatively common as a whole, such as the American 
Plantation tokens, the Elephant tokens, the Voce Populi coppers, and the Nova Constellatio 
coppers. These smaller series might be completed — but at a price. The rarest varieties will cost 
many multiples of the common varieties in each series, and do not appear for sale too very often 
so, when they do, competition is usually fierce. But this same dynamic is at work in the larger 
state coinage series too — it’s one reason no one has ever completed a set of die varieties for the 
Connecticut, New Jersey, Massachusetts or Fugio copper issues. Vermont coppers are a small 
state coinage, yet about 25% are considered to be quite rare, some excessively so. But the fact 
that this series has only AO varieties (counting the cast and struck Ryder 5 issues but not the 
fantasy Ryder 40, a 20" century fabrication) is the only reason that this is the only series ever to 
be completed by a collector — and even then, the feat was only done twice, by Don Partrick, and 
Syd Martin, each of whom had a lot of time and money to devote to their collecting. 

But what often gets lost is that there are still extremely rare coins — sometimes even 
unique ones! — that are available for a mere pittance, at least if one looks beyond the most 
popular series (though even those often have lower grade rarities that are quite affordable). 
There is something special in knowing you have one of only a couple examples of a variety 
known — or maybe the only one known — and the feeling is even better when it did NOT cost you 
the equivalent of several houses in Southern California! For this price list I decided to focus on 
rarities. Everything on this price list is Rarity-6 to Rarity-9 in nature — yes, with some unique 
things included! — with the exception of state coinages (other than Connecticut coppers) and 
Fugios, where the threshold was set at Rarity-5, simply because there are so few R-6+ varieties 
in those series that are currently available — or affordable. 

This focus solely on rarity means that there are more of certain types than usual, because 
that is where rarity and affordability intersect, especially St. Patrick’s and Hibernia coppers, the 
French Colonies issues, and Connecticut coppers — though there is a wide offering of other series 
as well. While I would love to offer 20 R-7 New Jersey coppers, such a list would appeal to only 
a small number of collectors who could afford such things. But areas with new reference books, 
many written by Syd Martin, offer a way to obtain extremely rare varieties, often at little more 
than type coin money. To my mind, this offers much better value than rarities in long-collected 
series. While it is unlikely that a $100,000 New Jersey copper will double in value anytime 
soon, it only takes a couple new collectors to make a $500 Hibernia into a four-figure coin. 
Speaking of Syd, his unfortunate passing has led to a lot of rarities from his collection becoming 
available to collectors, sooner than any of us had wanted. I have bought selectively in the 
various auctions of his material, and many of those coins will be found on this price list. 

As always, all coins are guaranteed to be genuine, accurately described, and the photos 
are always of the actual coins being offered. Ordering details are on the final page of this list. 
So please, sit back, relax, enjoy the read, and perhaps think about expanding your collection to 
include some very rare varieties in different series, all at very affordable prices. 


- Jeff Rock — 


A RARITY-7 VARIETY OF OAK TREE SHILLING 
From the Robert M. Martin Collection 


a 


1. 1652 Oak Tree Shilling. Noe-8, Salmon 6-E, W-490. Low Rarity-7. IN at Bottom. PCGS 
graded Good Details--Damage. 65.43 grains. Probably a solid VG in terms of wear, the 
obverse with the usual weakness found on this extremely rare variety, the reverse with the date 
and denomination both full. This example is from the Robert Martin collection, and appeared as 
Lot 5005 in the Stack’s Bowers sale of November, 2019 where it was plated and described as 
follows: 


“This is a satisfying example from these rare dies painted in shades of slate grey and olive 
brown. Evidently flattened at some point, two major splits in the planchet oppose each other 
from the edges at 10 and 2 o'clock. Softness from the late die state is compounded by 
considerable wear, leaving the surfaces mostly smooth. The tree is missing from the obverse 
though MA and THV are distinct at the border. Traces of the legends remain at most places on 
the reverse, with the date and denomination considerably bold at center. A desirable and 
relatively pleasing example despite the excessive handling. 

From the Robert M. Martin Collection” 


A very rare variety, seldom offered in any grade. In November 2015 an EF sold at a Stack’s 
auction for just under $13,000, and their online archives show just 4 examples of the variety 
sold, including this, and the Heritage archives have a couple more appearances. The variety was 
missing from many large collections of Massachusetts silver, a series that has always been avidly 
pursued by collectors. This example, from a beloved modern collector is exactly what this price 
list is about — an affordable example of a very rare variety, quite charming with the planchet 


In the PCGS slab as pictured, accompanied by the lot ticket from the sale of the Robert 
M. Martin collection, and Martin’s original handwritten envelope. 


The Very Rare Noe 13 Pine Tree Shilling 
A contemporary counterfeit issue — clipped to an octagon shape! 
Likely struck 1680-1690 - one of the first American-made counterfeits ! 


a 


2. 1652 Pine Tree Shilling. Noe-13, Salmon 13-X, W-780. High Rarity-6. 41.6 grains. Very 
Good or better for the variety which is a CONTEMPORARY COUNTERFEIT that was 
purposely weakly struck, and usually found on heavily-clipped, lightweight planchets. Only 
faint traces of the peripheral legends can be seen on this example, as the piece has been heavily 
clipped down to pretty much a perfect octagon shape — a Pine Tree shilling “stop sign!” The last 
three digits of the date are faint but visible, as are the I of the XII denomination; the obverse tree 
is mostly sharp at the center obverse, the distinct triangular leaves making the variety easy to 
attribute, even in lower grades — which is a good thing since that is pretty much how the variety 
comes. Nice light silver color, a few light marks from circulation as expected on a well-used 
coin, but nothing major. A charming example of a rare variety, especially given its unique 
shape. The die work and lettering are not so far off from the real Massachusetts silver issues to 
have caused much notice when these were made. It is interesting that all known specimens are 
on small, clipped planchets of roughly 40 grains — this means that the counterfeiters were not 
trying to make the coins look like the Small Planchet type shillings, but to actually make them 
look like well-used and heavily clipped Large Planchet types. While the silver content of Noe- 
13 varieties have not been tested it is likely that they are at least close to that found on 
Massachusetts Silver coins (which were themselves mostly made from melted down Spanish 
silver). The profit made by the counterfeiter likely came from these being circulated at the full 
shilling value, even though they were clearly 40% or so underweight — a 1692 Act stated “that 
the coyn of the late Massachusetts Colony shall pass currant at the rate it was stampt for" (the 
full text can be found in Crosby, page 99), which suggests that even heavily-clipped coins were 
passing at their full face value at this time. One of the more interesting varieties in the 
Massachusetts Silver series, undoubtedly a contemporary counterfeit made at a time that the 
large planchet types in circulation would have been well-worn and clipped, but still circulating 
alongside small planchet types, with the 1680-1690 period thus most likely. This time period 
would make it one of the very first struck counterfeits to be made in America (just one variety of 
NE sixpence likely predates this as a counterfeit), and it is certainly a very deceptively made one. 
Seldom offered for sale, this example is JUSt........ 00.00. c ccc ce ccc e cece cence eee ene eeaeeaeeenees $1,750 


THE VERY RARE “QVIESAT” LEGEND ERROR 
At UNDER HALF Redbook Price! 


79.97/25693251 
SU 


3. Undated (ca. 1652-1674) St. Patrick Farthing. Martin 4d.1-Gg.1, W-11500. Rarity-6+. 
Copper. No C in QVIESCAT. PCGS graded VG Details--Environmental Damage. A 
circulated example of this popular and rare error, this one from the Bill Gleckler collection, sold 
by Stack’s Bowers in March, 2021 where this example was plated and described as Lot 1401 as 
follows: 


“A well worn, universally rough, yet still highly significant small size St. Patrick coin due to the 
rarity of the No C in QVIESCAT Guide Book variety. Dominant ruddy-brown patina is seen on 
both sides. The obverse has a splash of bright gold in the upper left field, where the brass plug 
was placed quite wide of the mark. The sharpest detail remains on the reverse where, among 
other features, the QVIESAT blunder is readily evident. Martin 4d.1-Gg.1 is the only die pairing 
that corresponds to this variety, which represents a blunder by the die engraver. Sure to appeal 
to advanced specialists in this challenging and underappreciated colonial era series. 

Provenance: From the Bill Gleckler Collection. Earlier ex Heritage's Chicago ANA Signature 
Auction, August 2015, lot 3005.” 


Always a popular error, one that is unknown in truly choice condition, with the nicest appearing 
to be a pair of VF’s that each brought $23,000 when auctioned by Stack’s in 2009 and 2010. 
One graded AG-3 brought $6,325 in 2007 and a very rough Fine brought $4,700 in 2013, also by 
Stack’s, while the sole other Heritage appearance is a Fine that brought $6,900 in 2007. The 
current Redbook includes this as just one of two different major farthing varieties (the other 
being the type with a nimbus around St. Patrick’s head), and values it at $5,000 in VG and 
$10,000 in Fine, certainly commensurate with the auction records for the variety. While I have 
sold an example privately, this is the first ’'ve ever been able to offer on a price list, and it 
presents a wonderful opportunity for the specialist to pick up a certified example of this 
legendary rarity and major type coin at less than half of Redbook price. Rare St. Pat’s are still 
surprisingly affordable, even after the publication of Syd Martin’s excellent book........... $2,000 


A Rarity-7 St. Patrick Farthing 
Only two auction appearance for this variety 
PCGS Very Fine 


New Jerse 


42.98/32807424 
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4. Undated (ca. 1652-1674) St. Patrick Farthing. Martin 9b.2-Fc.10, W-11500. Rarity-7. 
Copper. Annulets and Sea Beasts Below King. PCGS Graded VF Details, the grade accurate, 
the “details” designation not, since what they call edge damage is actually a planchet flaw, which 
was there before the coin was even struck — likely a candidate for resubmission, now that the 
service has more experience in grading this series. A striking example of this very rare variety, 
with a huge, irregular splasher at the crown, appearing to be something of a Rorschach test. On 
the obverse FLOREAT is bold, save for the first letter which is weakened by the edge flaw, 
while REX is mostly gone. On the reverse QVIES is strong, CAT weak but partially visible, and 
PLEBIS is strong; a large rim cud is forming at the lower left of this side, obscuring the saint’s 
left foot and extending to the rim above the Q. Good design details for the grade, and with the 
annulets (called 8’s in the past) below the king mostly visible. The coin has lovely light brown 
surfaces that are hard and pleasing to the eye, with little in the way of marks, and overall quite 
pleasing — especially for a series where survivors are often dark and rough. Likely rarer than 
“Just” R-7, there are exactly two examples of the variety in the Stack’s Bowers archive 
(including the Syd Martin coin which was VF but rough and the Gleckler coin which was VF but 
quite a bit weaker in the legends than this),while the Heritage archives don’t yield a single 
example of this variety, in any grade. Imagine what a state coinage or Fugio copper which had 
only a couple auction appearances would sell for today — likely many tens of thousands of 
dollars! Expanding your collecting horizons (something I looked at deeply in an article for The 
C4 Newsletter about “hitting the wall’’) not only allows you to continue to add to your collection, 
but to also do so at a very attractive price point! Gleckler’s much weaker and less attractive 
example brought $1,200 at auction three years ago — this one is nicer, and available for 


JOHN L. ROPER’S EXAMPLE OF THE VERY RARE 
1722 VTILE DVLCI ROSA AMERICANA PENNY 


5. 1722 Rosa Americana Penny. Martin 2-A.1, W-1256, the distinct VTILE DVLCI 
reverse. Rarity-6. ICG graded EF45, an accurate grade in our opinion. This example 
appeared as Lot 5015 in Stack’s Bowers 2016 C4 sale, where it was ably catalogued as follows: 


1722 Rosa Americana Penny. Martin 2.1-A.1, W-1256. Rarity-5. VTILE DVLCI. EF-45 
(ICG). 118.9 grains. This sharply struck Rosa Americana penny offers crisp detail to both the 
obverse portrait and the reverse rose. It is boldly toned in a blend of deep steely-copper and 
lighter antique gold. Areas of porosity are evident on the obverse at King George's face and on 
the reverse around the word VTILE, but otherwise this piece appears fairly smooth. As a rule, 
not an exception, bath metal coins show some porosity -- a characteristic of the metal itself. This 
is a scarce Guide Book variety with Vs in place of Us in the reverse legend. 

Provenance: From the Carolina Colonial Coin Collection. Earlier from our (Stack's) sale of the 
John L. Roper, 2nd Collection of Colonial & Early American Coins, December 1983, lot 81; our 
(Bowers and Merena's) Montgomery Collection sale, May 1998, lot 66. Bowers and Merena lot 
tag included. 


The Roper collection is rightly famous for the quality of the coins it contained, and the excellent 
job of cataloguing, one of the indispensable sales in a colonial library — though it was sold at the 
absolute low point of the coin market so the prices realized list looks more like wishful thinking 
today! Those coins were quickly absorbed into some of the finest collections, and few have 
reentered the marketplace. This rare type, the only obverse die to have V’s in the legend instead 
of U’s, is always popular — a VF20 sold in the 2012 C4 sale for $3,220. This example, 25 points 
higher and with a provenance to the famous Roper collection, one of the key collections of the 
MOCeM era 15 a Walsall al [UStivcxsceascsensetawe seater Mace ctic booed eerste boeeniaweeneeensinetees: $1,250 

In the ICG slab and accompanied by the lot ticket for the Bowers and Merena May 1998 
auction as described above. 


AN UNLISTED SILVER HIBERNIA FARTHING VARIETY 
Unknown to Syd Martin, ex Partrick Collection 
A chance to obtain a UNIQUE colonial SILVER coin! 


1723 SILVER 1/4P 
HIBERNIA 
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6. 1723 Hibernia Farthing, Struck in Silver. Martin 3.10-Bc.2, W-12500. UNLISTED IN 
THIS METAL, UNIQUE AS SUCH, Rarity-9. NGC graded Good 6, though much nicer 
than that, and a solid Fine in terms of wear received. An amazing piece, hidden in the 
collection of Don Partrick, and unknown to Syd Martin when he wrote his book on the Wood’s 
Hibernia series. This was Lot 15227 in the Heritage Auctions March, 2021 auction of the 
Partrick collection where it was plated and described as: 


“1723 Hibernia Farthing, Silver, 67.4 grains, W-12500, "M. 3.10-Bc.2," Good 6 NGC. Only a 
few Hibernia farthings were struck in silver. The Martin reference does not include this example, 
which has the same reverse as M. 3.1-Bc.2, but features a different obverse. Apparently, Martin 
was not aware of the coin in Donald G. Partrick's holdings. The die combination is probably 
unique in silver. This coin shows attractive old-silver toning with smoothly worn devices, with a 
few light pinscratches below the bust. It is one of the most important coins in the series and a 
prize for colonial collectors as well as Hibernia specialists. Listed on page 46 of the 2021 Guide 
Book. 

Ex: Donald G. Partrick.” 


The silver Hibernia farthings are quite rare today as most have been absorbed into large 
collections. The known silver Hibernia farthings were known in three varieties, two of which 
were listed as R-5 (3.2-Bc.10 and 3.3-Bc.3), while another was unique (1724 5.1-G.1), so to find 
a completely unlisted die variety in silver is special indeed. There aren’t many opportunities for 
a collector to obtain a unique variety of colonial coin, but this is one of them! Though I am 
saddened that Syd Martin passed away before he had a chance to add it to his incomparable 
cabinet, lami pleased 10: OMe It RECs... iss tawncseesaedaadadiietatoateaaeceaaneraud dnesapenensaente $4,000 

Accompanied by Donald Partrick’s original handwritten envelope, with a provenance to 
a Lester Merkin sale where it was recognized as unique in silver. 


The Only Example of the Variety Traced by Syd Martin 
The Martin Plate Coin for this Reverse Die 
From his own collection 


ARTIN COLLECTION 


S Genuine 
Environmental Damage-VF Detail 
Hibernia, Martin 3.13-Bc.8 


7. 1723 Wood's Hibernia Farthing. Martin 3.13-Bc.8, W-12350. Rarity-7. DEI. GRATIA. 
REX. PCGS Graded VF Details, a fair grade, the details grade due to lightly rough surfaces. 
The grade is almost irrelevant, as even though it was “only” called a R-7 by Syd Martin, it 
remains the ONLY example of the variety seen by Syd, and is of course the only example of the 
variety that has appeared at auction. Well struck, the legends and date bold on either side. The 
obverse bust is sharp, while the seated figure on the reverse is a little less so at the center, a 
common occurrence on this small denomination, as metal flowed to the deeper design of the 
obverse. Medium brown, the surfaces with light roughness, a bit more on the reverse than the 
obverse, but with no other appreciable marks or damage from actual circulation. This is also the 
PLATE COIN for this reverse die, which was used only in this combination (while this obverse 
was used with six other reverses!). This is quite interesting. There is no readily apparent reason 
for the extreme rarity of this reverse die, such as a major diebreak or damage which would 
suggest it failed rapidly. But clearly something happened to the die, very early in its active life, 
as it would certainly have been paired elsewhere had it remained in usable condition. Dies were 
valuable, fairly expensive to make, and were not wasted, especially in a private coining business 
where profit was the driving force. There are similar dies in other series which strike just a few 
examples and then disappear. Given the paucity of survivors for colonials in general, one has to 
marvel that this single example of the variety remained in existence — had it been lost to the 
melting pot, or otherwise destroyed, the existence of this entire reverse die would not have been 
known! Given those odds, there are certainly varieties of colonial coins that were made that no 
longer exist today. The only known example of almost any other colonial coin would be valued 
in the four, five, or even six figures. Doesn’t it seem ridiculous that such a coin could be had for 
USE Tine i Ties MBUTES TOC AYP ise. ke caicsuelasestadectudan munadiawe tae wlviedsandsac aeasieaeweuyens $600 

In the special PCGS slab noting the Syd Martin collection, accompanied by Syd’s 
original handwritten envelope. 


Walter Breen’s Unique 1724 “Jumbo Piedfort” 


Hibernia Farthing 
A special large planchet trial piece 


Sypney F, Martin CoLtecrion 


Farth — 


4 


8. 1724 Wood's Hibernia Farthing. Martin 3.22-E.2, W-12610. Rarity-4 as a variety, 
Rarity-8 on this planchet type. PCGS graded VF-30, likely a full EF-level coin. A very 
special piece, this is almost certainly the coin that Walter Breen called a “jumbo piedfort” in 
Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Coins at his number 178. While that piece was not plated, 
this is the only 1724 farthing that matches that description, and Syd had no doubts that this was 
the example seen by Breen A piedfort is usually a special strike on a planchet of double 
thickness, so this does not actually qualify as a piedfort as its weight of 75.6 grains puts it about 
25% heavier than most of the Hibernia farthings. But it is clearly something special — the larger, 
24.3 mm planchet must have been specially-made, as the planchet cutters would have stamped 
out planchets in specific sizes — just farthings and halfpence for the Hibernia coppers, whereas 
this planchet is somewhere between the two. Syd considered it to be a trial piece, and when 
Michael Hodder catalogued the coin in 2001 he offered that and a die set-up piece as possible 
explanations. The Hibernia series has a number of pattern and trial pieces, something nearly 
unknown for the various state coinage issues. Syd Martin illustrated this coin in Appendix One 
of his book in the section called “Special Strikes,” (page 409), as well as noting its existence in 
his description for both this obverse and reverse die. An early purchase by Syd, and certainly 
one of the pieces that sparked his interest in the series, it had remained in his collection for 23 
years. A dramatic looking coin, and one that certainly has a story to tell. Will you be the next to 
OWA ca geste econ ey sevcae vad sevedecteaeeueacaeeeassdtenaa. caueeenedyauvedeedueocetcasentavenseqtas eeestosasearonfeaerstessseneaes $1,250 
In the special PCGS slab noting the Syd Martin collection, accompanied by Syd’s 
original handwritten envelope, and the original lot ticket for the Stack’s January, 2001 auction 


The Only Known Example of the Variety, 
the Martin Plate Coin for this Obverse 
Likely struck on a Rosa Americana penny planchet! 


Sypney F, Martin CoLLecTION 


Environmental Damage-VF Detail 
Hibernia, Martin 4.97-Bd.1 


9. 1722 Wood's Hibernia Halfpenny. Martin 4.97-Bd.1, W-12755. Rarity-7+. First Type, 
Harp at Left. PCGS Graded VF Details. Boldly struck, all the legends, date, and design 
details razor sharp, and a straight VF30 or even an EF40 grade was likely warranted, as the 
“environmental damage” noted on the PCGS slab is actually the very light surface roughness one 
normally finds on the Rosa Americana issues, which were struck in Bath Metal — and, indeed, 
that is exactly what Syd thought this coin was struck on, and noted it as such in his book (see 
page 262). As both the Hibernia and Rosa Americanas were being struck in 1722 by William 
Wood, in the same mint, one can certainly imagine a worker picking up a blank planchet that had 
been dropped and tossing it into the wrong bin, filled with copper planchets intended for the 
Hibernia series. The coin has a look unlike any copper Hibernia, and is certainly special for that 
reason. This is also not just the only known example of the variety, but also the only known 
example of this obverse die, which was used in no other pairing — a most unusual fact given that 
there is not a trace of any sort of damage to the die (while the reverse was paired with three other 
obverse dies); it is, of course, the plate coin for this obverse in the Martin book. The often- 
extensive die pairing seen in the Hibernia series often included obverse dies paired with reverses 
dated in more than one year, so it is always intriguing when an undamaged and perfectly-good 
obverse disappears completely from the coinage record. The fact that this otherwise unknown 
obverse is used on a coin that is clearly of a different metal composition than the normal 
Hibernia halfpenny, can certainly cause one to wonder if it was intentionally done as something 
special — it certainly would have been called that if the late Walter Breen had known about it! In 
any event, it is a very special coin, and one that merits further research.................:eeeeee ees $900 
In the special PCGS slab noting the Syd Martin collection, this coin did not come with a 
handwritten Martin envelope; if that turns up at Stack’s Bowers, I will forward it to the buyer. 


A UNIQUE HIBERNIA HALFPENNY 
Unlisted in the Syd Martin Reference — 
using a completely new reverse die! 


1/2P 


PCGS Genuine 
Holed-VF Detail 
Hibernia, Martin 4.5-Fa.6 


10. 1723 Wood's Hibernia Halfpenny. Martin 4.5-Fa.6, W-13470. Rarity-9, Unique. PCGS 
Graded VF Detail, Holed. The condition is almost irrelevant, as it is the only example of the 
variety known, so it is the finest known, as well as the worst known. Well struck, the legends 
and date are full on either side, which made this easy enough for Syd to attribute. Two 
rectangular holes at the center suggest the coin was either used as a button for clothing, or as a 
humdinger or whirlygig (a child’s toy where a loop of string was placed through the holes, one 
side held in each hand and the coin “wound up” and then pulled, making a humming sound as 
the coin traveled along the string). The surfaces suggest a bit of time underground as well, 
though that adventure did not do much damage. A fascinating example, this new variety was 
found on eBay by Syd in 2017, a full decade after his book was published — and to add to the 
mystery, the seller was in Portugal! Of course it would be Syd, whose eBay handle nodded to 
his other collecting obsession, pocket watches, who would spot the coin on the international 
eBay listings, attribute it, and win it for far less than he was willing to pay! How did the coin 
somehow end up there after its useful life in Ireland and America came to an end? In the pocket 
of a traveler, used in commerce, or later as a numismatic object — we’ll never know for sure, but 
it is fun imagining the journey this coin took. It would be only mildly interesting as an oddity if 
it was a known variety, but it becomes a very important coin as one of only a very small number 
of new varieties found since Syd’s book was published. Again we have a reverse die that was 
used only in one combination, and struck a very small number of pieces, but shows no damage or 
reason for its rarity, while the obverse was used with 7 other reverse dies. It seems amazing that 
one can purchase a unique, unlisted variety of ANY colonial coin for only..................006 $650 

In the special PCGS slab noting the Syd Martin collection, accompanied by Syd’s 
original handwritten envelope. 


Another Hibernia Halfpenny Unlisted in the Martin Book 
The first new variety found after publication, 
ex Richard August 
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-PCGS XF45 
Hibernia, Martin 4.19-Fa.5 


11. 1723 Wood's Hibernia Halfpenny. Martin 4.19-Fa.5, W-13470. Rarity-7. PCGS Graded 
EF-45, an accurate grade. Well struck on both sides, the legends full and the design details as 
sharp as expected for the Choice EF designation. Very pleasing rich, tobacco brown, the surfaces 
are hard and free of damage or defect, and certainly deserving of the choice grade level. Struck 
from a late state of both dies, the obverse in the latest state described in Syd’s book, the reverse 
in the next-to-latest, with impressive diebreaks at the top and base of the coin. This was the first 
new variety of Hibernia found by noted collector Richard August just a year after the publication 
of Syd’s book in 2007. One other example of the die pair was found three years after that — and 
both known examples, of course, ended up in Syd’s collection, with the latter coming from a 
British coin dealer; that second example graded only VG, so this is by far the finest of the two 
known specimens. We’ve not heard of another example of the variety found since, and though 
this is very conservatively called an R-7 here (as it was when Syd’s two coins were sold), it is 
more likely a High R-7, if not a full R-8. It is also a very pretty coin — something seldom the 
case when a new variety is discovered! This unlisted variety is a combination of previously 
known dies, this obverse die comes with two other reverses, while this reverse die was paired 
with three other obverses, and with the images of Syd’s coins available in the Stack’s Bowers 
archives, it may be possible to formulate where it fits in the emission sequence (something Syd 
himself would surely have done). While variety collecting for Hibernias has not yet reached the 
level of interest for the state coinages, that makes this an especially good time to purchase them — 
it doesn’t take too many serious collectors to change the pricing, and the finest known example 
of an unlisted variety will then be selling for a heck of a lot more money than just............. $700 

In the special PCGS slab noting the Syd Martin collection, accompanied by Syd’s 
original handwritten envelope. 


A HIGH RARITY-7 1723 HIBERNIA HALFPENNY 
PCGS AUS50, Purchased in London in the 1960s 
Just one example noted in Syd Martin’s book! 


12. 1723 Wood's Hibernia Halfpenny. Martin 4.46-Gc.2, W-13120. High Rarity-7. PCGS 
Graded AU-50, a grade I agree with. A very sharply struck example, as expected for the grade, 
with full legends and date, and all the design details crisp. Faint rub at the high points on either 
side — the king’s hair at the center and the seated Hibernia figure’s knee — tell of a very brief 
circulation before the coin found its way into a collector’s cabinet. There are no detracting 
marks or damage from that circulation, which adds to the overall appeal. An exceedingly rare 
variety, rated a High R-7 by Syd Martin in his work on the Hibernia series, where he listed just a 
single example of the variety known to him, a piece in his own collection. This example 
appeared after Syd’s book was published, hailing from a British collection, whose owner 
purchased it from the London firm of B.A. Seaby, Ltd in 1965, with the original Seaby envelope 
accompanying this lot. The High R-7 rating for the variety certainly seems to hold, as the 
Stack’s Bowers archives show just one other example of the variety sold by them, a very rough 
VF, while the Heritage archives show not a single example of the variety sold in any grade. This 
variety has not yet appeared in Syd’s Hibernias sold the time of this writing, so we are uncertain 
of the grade of his specimen, though the point is almost moot, as this example is either the finest 
or second finest of just three specimens that will be sold publicly when Syd’s piece crosses the 
auction block! A high grade, extreme rarity in a series like NJ coppers would be a six-figure 
item, while even for the underappreciated CT copper series it would still be a five-figure coin. It 
just seems ridiculous that for a Hibernia that price drops down to the three-figures...a situation 
that I suspect will not last long, as collectors who love die varieties but who have been priced out 


Accompanied by the original Seaby coin envelope, as described. 


THE VERY RARE NELSON 1 
VOCE POPULI HALFPENNY 
The “Boyish Head” Variety, ex Syd Martin 
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13. 1760 Voce Populi Halfpenny. Nelson-1, Zelinka 1-A, W-13820. Rarity-6. Boyish Head. 
PCGS Graded Fine-12. A pleasing circulated example of an underrated rarity, the legends and 
date are full and the design detail is a bit stronger than the Fine grade level. Dark brown, the 
surfaces clean and hard for the grade. This is the only example of the variety that Syd Martin 
ever owned, and the only example of the variety I have been able to offer in 26 price lists 
spanning over 35 years (though I did have a neat contemporary cast copy of the variety in brass 
on a previous price list). Traditionally given as R-6 based on Jerry Zelinka’s estimate of nearly a 
half century ago, the variety is more likely high in that rating, if not a Low R-7. The Stack’s 
Bowers archives list just two other examples of the variety, the Ryder-Boyd-Ford and Ted 
Craige coins, the latter selling at $3,290 (two additional pieces are listed in group lots that have 
no photograph available, one of these being the cast coin mentioned earlier). The Heritage 
archives contain just two examples of the variety, one of them the Ford coin previously from the 
Stack’s auction. Frank McGrath’s sharp EF brought $3,450 in the 2007 C4 sale of his collection. 
The Norweb and Taylor/Zelinka coins were both high-end VF’s (the former typically 
undergraded), and the only other one I recall seeing at auction was the Bud Bibbins coin in the 
2008 C4 sale, another high-end VF that realized $3,910, showing just how in-demand the variety 
is. In his Encyclopedia, Breen speculated that the bust was that of Bonnie Prince Charlie — 
without any evidence and presumably because that was the most famous child around at the time 
and since the bust was childlike it must have been him (and it made a good story since he was 
able to call other portraits in the series James III or various princes in the Stuart line). This adds 
up to under a dozen examples appearing at auction, making it one of the rarest of the Voce Popul 


In the special PCGS slab noting the Syd Martin collection, accompanied by Syd’s 
original handwritten envelope. 


A VERY RARE VIRGINIA HALFPENNY VARIETY 
Offered at Type Coin Money! 
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14, 1773 Virginia Halfpenny. Newman 13-T, W-1495. Rarity-6. No Period After 
GEORGIVS, 7 Harp Strings. PCGS Graded VF Details, a fair grade. Well struck, the 
legends and date all full, the individual letters and numbers strong. Sharp design detail on the 
bust and in the reverse shield, the crown above showing all the jewels within. Chocolate brown, 
the surfaces with a light but even roughness which accounts for the details grade, though the only 
really noticeable patch is in the field in front of the king’s face. No marks or damage from its 
time in circulation, which does help the overall eye appeal. Dr. Roger Moore has recently 
published a book on the series through C4, which has made attributing these coins much easier, 
even for circulated examples. The Newman 13-T variety has long been known as a rarer one 
(and is of the scarce No Period obverse type, lacking a stop after GEORGIVS), and it appears 
that few (if any) were in the Cohen Hoard of Virginia halfpence that was found in the 1870s. We 
have been able to trace just two public auction appearances for Uncirculated examples of the 
variety in the last couple decades — and just three of circulated examples, this and another VF 
details coin offered by Stack’s Bowers (the other a VF Details that sold for nearly $325 in March 
2013), and a Fine details offered by Heritage sold in October 2010. A few others have been sold 
on price lists, including a couple on our price lists, but the variety has remained rare; for many 
years I was the only dealer actually attributing Virginia halfpennies, and over the course of 30 
years we only found two unattributed examples of this variety, both in low grades. While the I 
of collectors pursuing the series by variety is small, Moore’s book makes it far more likely that 
others will start to do so — especially when rare varieties like this can be acquired for little more 
than what a common variety would cost — and at less money than a comparable example brought 


A 1640 French Colonies countermark on an UNLISTED HOST — 
An illegal Protestant Issue of Louis XIII 
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15. 1640 countermark on 1629-N [Nimes Mint[ Louis XIII Douzain, illegal Protestant issue 
of the Duc de Rohan. Vlack Unlisted as a type, the host coin listed as Duplessy 1341c, 
unlisted in Ciani, Wierzba FR-23. Rarity-7 for this host coin. Fine or so, the obverse 
weaker, partially due to the countermarking process, with much of the legend weak. but the most 
important part is there and bold — the XIII. The reverse is stronger, with half the legend visible, 
including the 1629 date. This is a fascinating host coin for a 1640 countermark. The late Walter 
Breen stated that the majority of 1640 countermarks were found on Louis XIII douzains, yet 
Vlack was never able to find one and didn’t list it at all in his billon coinage book; Breen was 
obviously incorrect, and his error likely stemmed from misreading the 1640 date that the 
countermarks were applied to be the date of the host coins, as 1640-dated coins would have been 
struck in the reign of Louis XIII. Unfortunately for Breen’s reading, Louis XIII did not issue any 
billon douzains under his name, save for a 1618 issue that is unknown with a countermark (not 
unexpected, a French king would not want to deface his own coinage) and an extremely rare 
1641 issue that has the countermark engraved into the die, which came out the year after these 
counterstamps were done. The billon douzains that bear his name were actually illegal issues, 
struck by the Huguenot Duc de Rohan, a Protestant with a storied military career (and a favorite 
of King Henri IV in France as well as Queen Elizabeth I in England who called the Duc “her 
knight,” a rare honor for a non-Englishman). This unauthorized douzain was struck in 1621-2 
and again in 1628-9; in a style that closely follows the earlier douzains, especially those of Henri 
III and IV, with a crowned shield on the obverse and a cross with crowns and fleur-de-lys in the 
fields it forms on the reverse, the obvious differences being the letter “L” at each side of the 
crown as well as the date. While only scarce as a normal coin, the type is quite rare with a 1640 
countermark, the main reason that Vlack was never able to find one (or allow Breen to correct 
his error). Another example of this host type, on the more available 1622-date, sold quickly on 
my FPL #23. This example was in my personal collection, which was sold intact to the late Syd 
Martin, and at the time was the only example known on a 1629-dated host. It is the only 
example of the date and type in either the Stack’s or Heritage archives, and the total number 
known could surely be counted on a single hand. Offered here at a heck of a lot less than Syd 


Accompanied by Syd Martin’s original handwritten envelope. 


The Very Rare 1670-A Silver 5 Sols 
Martin Obverse Plate for the late die state 


PCGS Genuine 
Environmental Damage-XF Detail 
French Colonies 

Martin 6-D 


16. 1670-A 5 Sols. Paris Mint. Martin 6-D, Lecompte-186, Hodder-3, Breen 256, W-11605. 
Rarity-7 for the variety. PCGS graded EF Details, a fair grade, the details grade due to 
surface roughness from time spent in the ground, though the design details remain quite bold. 
The legends and all-important date and mintmark are all full, and the King’s bust shows nearly 
full facial detail, as well as a large “unicorn” diebreak emanating from his forehead. The crown 
and shield on the reverse are equally strong. Medium silver, the reverse with a marron hue at the 
central areas, with the light roughness, but with no major marks or damage from circulation, 
making for a nice enough example of this rare “Gloriam Regni” type. This silver coinage was 
produced at the Paris Mint, for circulation in the French Colonies of North America, and has 
long been appreciated by collectors. It was issued in two denominations, 15 and 5 Sols. The 15 
Sols piece is an extreme rarity, with just 14 examples extant, over half of them in museum 
collections, and must have been produced in small numbers. The silver 5 Sols were produced in 
much larger numbers — which Syd Martin demonstrated by revealing an amazing 21 different die 
varieties of this denomination! But being a good silver coin in an era where billon (very debased 
silver) circulated freely meant that much of the original mintage eventually found its way to the 
melting pot. France did not help matters by refusing to allow these coins to come back to France 
in commerce, and though they tried to raise their value in the French Colonies by a third, to 6 
Sols 8 Deniers, they appear to have circulated at just their precious metal content, not the inflated 
French fantasy. ALL of the 21 varieties of the 5 Sols issue rate at least Rarity-7 today — but few 
other than the late Syd Martin will be brave enough to try and collect them by variety! Martin 
notes just 4 examples of this particular variety in his book, three of them in his own collection, of 
which this was one, and was the obverse plate coin for this late die state. Syd paid $2,760 for 
this coin when it appeared as Lot 4083 of Stack’s January 2010 auction — I am pleased to be able 
to offer it for less money today — and now it is a plate coin, with the Martin provenance to boot. 
A slabbed VG sold quickly on our FPL #22 for $1,750, this is only................ccceeeeeee ee $2,000 

In the special PCGS slab noting the Syd Martin collection, accompanied by Syd’s 
original handwritten envelope, as well as the original lot ticket from the 2010 auction mentioned. 


A 1670-A 5 SOLS OVERSTRUCK A QUARTER CENTURY LATER! 
One of just four such overstrikes known to Syd Martin 
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17. 1695-A [Paris Mint] 1/12 Ecu Overstruck on 1670-A 5 Sols. PCGS Fine Details, likely 
undergraded as the coin appears fully of the VF level, though with a bend in the planchet that 
accounts for the details grade. When offered as part of the Syd Martin collection, this piece was 
accurately described as: “31.6 grains. A fascinating artifact reflective of the occasional return of 
the GLORIAM REGNI pieces to France after their circulation in the Western Hemisphere. 
Though their authorizing legislation made it illegal for them to circulate in mainland France, a 
few seem to have found their way back. This is one of four examples of this type Martin was 
able to identify on 1670-A 5 sols hosts, all illustrated on pages 98 and 99 of his French Coinage 
Specifically for Colonial America. Aside from the dent at central reverse that earned this coin its 
PCGS qualifier, it is an attractive circulated specimen, with dark gray fields and lighter silver 
gray devices. Some granularity is seen, chiefly at peripheries, and some old scrapes are noted in 
the upper right obverse. The 167 of the host date is easily seen at the rim left of 6 o'clock as seen 
on the overstrike, and LVD from the host obverse is bold atop the overstrike obverse. This piece 
and the few others like it that have been identified were the subject of an article in the Fall 
2014 C4 Newsletter by Jacques St.-Arnaud (along with two similar pieces in the Canadian 
Numismatic Journal, cited in Martin). He cites a 1691 document from Quebec (earlier from 
Shortt, page 97) that mentions the need to send "coins not yet restamped" back to "the mints in 
France for conversion into new money." While this probably refers to the old billon 12 sols that 
were recoined into 15 sols in this era, there was a widescale program to overstrike older silver 
and gold French coins as they were officially revalued. Pieces like this may have been swept up 
in that process.” 

Few 1670-A 5 Sols would have made their way back to France, so the number overstruck would 
have been quite small. This is the only example of this overstrike to appear in either the Stack’s 
Bowers or Heritage auction archives, and is far rarer than an original 1670-A 5 Sols, and the 
three others known remain in Canadian collections. A very special coin that will not be easily 
PACS go cadens Bienes adie Sacnivenadan Diath ancien taaeuer eda nes ae ern bauted miata lanwncens $2,200 

In the special PCGS slab noting the Syd Martin collection. 


A SHARP EXAMPLE OF A VERY RARE 
1721-B COPPER NINE DENIERS 


Syd Martin plate coin for both obverse and reverse dies! 
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18. 1721-B Sou, or 9 Deniers. Rouen Mint. Martin 1.9-A.9, W-11825. High Rarity-6. PCGS 
Graded Fine Details, a bit undergraded in our view, as the 1721-B issues often come weakly 
struck on the reverse, and the sharpness of the obverse here is fully of the VF level. The details 
grade due to some roughness at the upper left obverse, but otherwise the surfaces are decent. 
The obverse is mostly bold, with the lettering all sharp, just a bit of light weakness at the lower 
right side of the crown. The reverse legend is complete, as is usually the case, the letters at the 
exact center weaker than the rest, but they are visible, as is the full date, and a very strong B 
mintmark below. The Rouen mint only struck this denomination in 1721, and struck far fewer 
than the La Rochelle mint, which coined pieces in both 1721 and 1722. In his Encyclopedia, 
Walter Breen (page 44) states that of the 534,000 total coins struck for this entire coinage (both 
years and mints combined) 99% were from the Rochelle mint, meaning just under 6,000 
examples were struck at the Rouen mint — and few of those could survived the last 270 years! 
Breen also notes that they are found “usually in low grades,” which is certainly the case, with 
few survivors better than VF. This is a special example, as it served as the MARTIN PLATE 
COIN for both the obverse and reverse dies, and despite only getting the High R-6 rating, it is the 
ONLY EXAMPLE of the variety that Syd was able to locate in any of the collections he 
examined — and is the only example of the variety to ever be sold, so the rarity rating is certainly 
low. This was, of course, in Syd’s own collection, and he graded it a full VF, which we think is 
a more accurate grade. A pleasing example of a rare type, but even more attractive as a double 
plate coin, the only example traced, and with a provenance to the finest collection of this series 
that will likely ever be formed. If you’re only going to own one example of the type, shouldn’t it 


In the special PCGS holder with the Syd Martin provenance on the label, accompanied 
by Syd’s original handwritten envelope. 


A Sharp 1722/1-H French Colonies Overdate Nine Deniers 
Rarity-6 Variety 


19, 1722/11-H Sou, or 9 Deniers. La Rochelle Mint. Martin 2.7-C.2, W-11835. Rarity-6. 
Very Fine. An attractive example of this copper issue, the first reasonably successful coinage in 
that metal specifically for the French North American colonies (the 1717-Q issues could not be 
deemed a success in any way, accounting for their extreme rarity today); it is one of just three 
coinage types covered in Syd Martin’s 2015 work on French Colonies coinages, and is 
indisputably part of the North American colonial series. Generally well struck, the legends are 
full, though the tops of some letters on the obverse are off the planchet as centered; the date is 
full with traces of the original “1” at the lower left of the last digit, the H mintmark below is 
bold. Pleasing lighter brown and mottled autumnal hues, the surfaces with some minor roughness 
that is typical for the issue, and the expected light marks from circulation. Late state of the 
reverse die, with a large cud at the N of FRANCOISES and failure at the center. The 9 Deniers 
were roughly the same size as the Half Sol coinage struck under John Law just a year previously, 
which was equal in value to just 6 Deniers. This meant the 1721-2 9 Deniers issue was 
overvalued by 50% in relation to French coinage, a much higher percentage than in the past, 
which made Canadians reluctant to accept the coin. We know that these arrived in North 
America in May, 1723 when they were made legal tender in what is now Biloxi, Mississippi, 
where they were used to pay troops and in company stores. But, because of their overvaluation, 
they circulated at a discount, and just a year later the Crown officially lowered their value to a 
more realistic 6 Deniers. At this level they seem to have been embraced by the populace (though 
this may have something to do with the fact that the penalty for not taking them at this value 
involved whipping and branding). Struck in just two years, 1721 and 1722, and at just two mints 
for the first year (Rouen and La Rochelle) and just La Rochelle mint the following year, this is a 
very short type set to collect, even with the addition of this 1722/1 overdate. Syd Martin detailed 
almost 90 different die varieties, which gives the more serious collector a way to go deep into a 
series where very rare varieties trade at just a small premium over type coinage! Very few of 
this type seem to have been saved by contemporary collectors, which is reflected in pricing for 
the type in the Whitman Encyclopedia: while a reasonable $275 in Fine, the valuation jumps 
nearly fivefold to $1,200 in VF. A perfect example of the overdate type or this rare variety, at 
much less than current VF BOOK ValQeyici4s.d5 cscinsadvea vac outg eed alead nee dna atv identdakaarsioninee $325 


A 1725-H SILVER HALF ECU FROM THE 
TREASURE SHIP LE CHAMEAU 
An EXTREMELY RARE denomination, only 10 examples recovered! 


20. 1725-H [La Rochelle Mint] Half Ecu Aux 8 L, Gadoury 312. Technically Uncirculated, 
appearance of Fine or so due to the saltwater immersion, the legends mostly full, though 
occasional letters are weak; the date is all there and the mintmark can be made out. Medium 
pewter color, the surfaces with the expected light and even roughness, and both sides with some 
light flaws likely caused as the ship sank and its contents were spread to the ocean floor. The 
Half Ecu denomination is very rare as a regular coin, and is found far less frequently than the full 
Ecu, and it is FAR rarer as a Chameau treasure ship piece — only 10 examples of the Half Ecu 
denomination were found that could be positively identified, and several of those did not have a 
visible mintmark. A coin the specialist will covet! This series is an interesting addition to the 
French North American coinage issues — and one that likely would not have been known had a 
ship carrying coins specifically intended for payment to French military forces in Canada 
actually made it safely into port. Instead, the ship Le Chameau sank in 1725, taking an amazing 
group of French coins to the bottom of Cape Breton, Nova Scotia. The two main coins found 
were gold Louis Mirlotons and silver Ecu aux 8 L’s, the former struck first in 1723 and the latter 
in 1724. While the entire mintages of these coin for the years 1723-25 were not onboard the ill- 
fated ship, a great many were. Over 9,000 individual coins were found, most of the silver ones 
without legible dates or mintmark from saltwater immersion, though the gold pieces fared better. 
The fact that so many of these were specifically sent to North America tie them inextricably to 
Canadian numismatics — a fascinating and extremely rare occurrence where the colonies were 
actually given good weight, well-made silver and gold coinage (which would be expected to 
flow back to France in the course of trade). Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia date and mint listing is 
incomplete, a fact he noted in his work, and the January, 1999 Stack’s sale filled in some of the 
gaps. An extremely rare French Colonies issue, I have sold just one other, on our 23™ price list, 
which was from this author’s collection. Priced at a fraction of what it would bring if it were a 
British coin of the same rarity, just........... he ..$400 
The dates and mints precenily kuch i the silver Boia aux m8 L’s Se a 724 a E, G, H, K,N, 
R, T and 9; 1725 A, D, G, H (the most common issue), I, K, N, T, Pau/Cow mintmark (only one 
found, an extreme rarity); other mints are still possible. The Half Ecus appear to all be 1725-H. 


A PREVIOUSLY UNKNOWN JOHN LAW OVERDATE 
1721/0-BB Liard, one of only two examples traced 
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21. 1721/0-BB [Strasbourg Mint] John Law Liard, Gadoury 270. Fine or slightly better, the 
reverse sharper than the obverse. Full legends, the date and mintmark both strong, the overdate 
easily visible with the naked eye; some overdates, especially in smaller denominations, are hard 
to discern, so it is nice when it is bold, as here. Deep mahogany, the surfaces with a light 
roughness to them but no real marks or damage. This overdate was first published by this author 
in the Summer, 2018 issue of The C4 Newsletter, and is unlisted in Gadoury. In the Winter 2018 
C4 Newsletter, Martin Smith provided a very useful overview of the dates and mints available in 
the John Law copper series, and noted just one example of this overdate out of the 74 Liards he 
studied — this very coin — and just one more example of the 1721-BB regular date itself. Another 
example, in lower grade, turned up in the September 2022 Stack’s Bowers auction where the 
overdate was noted on the slab the coin was in, and that is the only example in either the Stack’s 
or Heritage archives. 1720-BB Liard is the most common date and mintmark for the liards, so 
having a die leftover and remade for the following year is not unexpected, though for some 
reason the 1721-BB coinage was just a fraction of the preceding year. The John Law coppers are 
a fascinating series, backed by the supposed profits from the Mississippi lands — and which led to 
one of the first stock-market runs with shares in the company spiraling out of control, and 
crashing nearly as quickly, bankrupting many people and nearly taking down the French Crown 
as well. The copper series has three denominations — liard, half sol, and sol — with dates from 
1722-1734, with coins struck at a number of mints. There were also silver and gold coins issued, 
all of which gives a wide diversity of types, dates and mints to collect, something often lacking 
in the British colonial series, and the prices are surprisingly affordable. This is just........... $400 


A PATTERN SOUS MARQUES? 
One of just three examples known! 


22. 1739-A Sous Marques, struck in copper instead of the expected billon. Vlack 18. 
Rarity-8, a possible pattern issue. Extremely Fine, boldly struck, with all the legends, date, 
and design details strong. Rich brown, the surfaces hard, with some light roughness at the right 
obverse, and a few circulation marks visible at the central reverse. There was only one 
example of the variety known when the Vlack book was written, while this piece found a 
couple years later by the late Jim King. In his work Vlack notes “this variety must be given 
special attention. It has an inverted V for an A and no stop after NOM. It almost appears to be 
a pattern because of the sharpness in detail and perfect centering. This only known specimen is 
struck in copper, and while unusual, is believed to be a mint product.” Vlack’s coin brought 
$2,300, one of the highest prices in the run of 350+ Sous Marques that legendary collection 
contained (sold by Stack’s in January 2008). As Vlack noted, it is exceptionally well made, on 
a high quality copper planchet that never had any silvering — if this were a counterfeit issue, 
one would not expect it to be accepted in circulation when it was the wrong color and clearly 
copper instead of billon. The die work is also well done, save for the mintmark, which is from 
the same V punch as that letter in NAV on the reverse; the engraver likely did not have an A 
punch on hand — that letter is not used in the obverse legend, and the A in NAV on the reverse 
is the same upside-down V, though with a crossbar added to make it into a proper A. It seems 
too well-made to be a counterfeit, and I agree with Vlack that it does appear to be a genuine 
Paris Mint product. Syd Martin’s collection contained the third known example, which just 
adds to the mystery of the variety as while that piece does display light silvering, it was clearly 
silvered over a copper planchet, and not a billon issue, and thus looks different from any other 
Paris Mint product. Certainly an enigma, and the writer of the Vlack sale was correct when he 
said that “the cataloguer leaves the answer up to wiser heads than his.” Ford never owned an 
example of this variety, and I have found no other auction record for this extremely rare issue. 
We expect strong interest in this specimen — it is a museum-worthy coin, with a mystery left to 
unravel! With the $2,300 auction record for the comparable Vlack coin, this has to be 
considercd:2 Wareai Al [USt. cic scavs bu Sdn nteva niece gvaleenlGid cateetialsdbesee dvi ai cau anteudeateeds $800 
Accompanied by the original Jim King envelope, where this was priced at $1,500. 


A RARITY-7 HALF SOUS MARQUES 
THE VLACK PLATE COIN FOR THE VARIETY 
Nicer than the Ford-Martin coin 


23. 1740-X [Amiens Mint] Billon Half Sous Marques. Vlack 317. Rarity-7. This is the 
Vlack PLATE COIN for the French Colonies book, and appeared as Lot 5416 of the Stack’s sale 
of his collection, where it was described as: “Overall Fine. A very rare variety of this one year 
only issue from the Amiens Mint. Rather dark and quite rough with a significant gouge in the 
upper left reverse quadrant.” The piece is much sharper than the Fine grade it was given in the 
sale, and VF would certainly be more appropriate. The legends are full, with the IC of 
BENEDICT and the AV of NAV weaker than the rest but visible, the date and all-important 
mintmark both bold. The coin is also not dark and rough — it is medium silver with darker gold 
toning, and what initially looks like roughness are the areas where the original silvering has 
flaked off, leaving the underlying billon surfaces exposed. The only other auction record I have 
for the variety is the weaker and less attractive Ford coin, there called VF and with a similar 
flaking away of the silvering. That piece realized $1,610, and was later in a sale of Syd Martin 
coins. The Half Sous Marques are many times rarer than the Sous denomination, struck in far 
fewer years and not at all mints, with the later years being struck at only a couple mints. The 
Amiens mint struck Half Sous only in 1740, and Vlack lists two major varieties for the year, with 
a scant 32,125 pieces coined (compared to over 8,000,000 of the 1739-A Sous, for instance) 
Much like the farthing denomination of British copper, the diminutive size of these pieces meant 
they were easier to lose and they seem to have been less popular with the public. It would have 
been the smallest-sized coin in circulation in North America, a shade smaller than the Hibernia 
farthing and Rosa Americana halfpennies. This coin has rarity, provenance and was the plate 
coin in the standard reference — hard to ask for more, especially at under half what the inferior 


Accompanied by Bob Vlack’s original typewritten envelope, the original lot ticket from 
the January 2008 sale, and enlarged black and white photographs of the coin, which have been 
trimmed to shape and appear to be the photographs actually used to print Vlack’s book in 2004, 
a neat bit of ephemera. 


The Very Rare 1785 Connecticut Copper, Miller 6.4-K 


24. 1785 Connecticut Copper. Miller 6.4-K, W-2425. High Rarity-6. Bust Right. Very Fine, 
a boldly struck example of this very rare variety, which has been called R-6 recently, though I 
think that is incorrect. This example is well struck, with the legends and date all full, the 
individual letters bold. The obverse bust shows detail in the eye, face, and armor detail, while 
the hair is characteristically flat. The reverse is also flat at the absolute center, but the seated 
figure has a strong branch in her outstretched hand, which makes attribution of these dies so 
much easier since every reverse had that detail added by hand and each is unique in appearance. 
Light brown, the planchet with a couple large pre-strike flaws, the most visible on the cheek of 
the obverse bust, with a few smaller ones paralleling the seated reverse figure. In his excellent 
new book on Connecticut coppers, Randy Clark notes “central weakness and planchet problems 
are common” for the variety. The surfaces here are lightly but evenly rough, yet retain good 
color and strong detail, so this is not a coin that spent time underground, but rather struck on a 
planchet that was not properly annealed. This is the only use of this reverse die Quite rare in 
any grade, a number of examples that were found by eager collectors proved to actually be the 
far more common 6.4-I variety, and their reporting may have skewed the rarity rating unfairly 
downwards. We note that the Stack’s Bowers archives contains just five examples of the variety 
(one appearing twice), while the Heritage archives contains just two, one of them the Dr. Hall 
coin, which was called EF in the Ford sale but slabbed fairly as an AU, and by far the finest 
known. The next best in those auction archives is a Choice VF, while the rest hover in the VG- 
Fine range. Most of the famous collections of the past have had Fine-level coins, including the 
EAC ’75 sale of Dave Bowers’ coins, the Taylor-Perkins, Oechsner, Tannenbaum and Twin Leaf 
coins; Syd Martin’s was called a Fine, but was a particularly choice one, and a VF grade would 
certainly have been warranted for it, though it also had deep planchet flaws. Norweb didn’t have 
the variety at all, and Robert Martin never found one he liked enough to keep. In Martin’s 
annotations to the George Perkins sale he noted 18 specimens in his database, which still keeps it 
comfortably in the High R-6 rating, and the paucity of auction appearances supports that level as 
well. The Perkins coin shows less detail than this and still brought $4,025 way back in January 
2000! While I sold one example privately, I have not had this variety on a price list for a couple 
decades. If your CT collection has less than 250 or so varieties, chances are this rarity is one that 
you will need — if it is, call fast as it may well be another decade before we have the opportunity 


THE EXTREMELY RARE 1785 MILLER 6.5-M 
The ONLY example I have ever offered in 35+ years of price lists! 


25. 1785 Connecticut Copper. Miller 6.5-M, W-2430. Rarity-6+. Bust Right, Very Good 
overall, the obverse closer to the full Fine grade, the reverse weaker as struck, so VG is a good 
compromise. The obverse legend is full, the individual letters all strong, and with the die cud 
above NNE of CONNEC all there, the easiest way to attribute this extremely rare obverse, and 
the bust shows detail in the armor and face. The reverse is weak at INDE, while ETLIB is 
strong, and the date is faint but can all be made out. The weak area of the reverse engulfs the 
branch hand and legs, while the rest of the seated figure’s upper body is outlined, as is the rather 
large shield at her side. Medium russet brown, the surfaces with a fine, even roughness, more 
prevalent on the reverse, and likely a coin that spent some time underground. The condition is 
almost irrelevant for this extremely rare variety, which is the only use for both this obverse and 
reverse die. When found — rarely — in high grade, the designs are quite lovely, and Dr. Hall 
opined that “the dies may have been of English origin and the piece used as the original pattern 
for the state” — a charming, but inaccurate thought, as Randy Clark has shown the reverse to be 
similar to the F.4 and F.6 dies (paired with the two “African Head” obverses), while the 
ornaments used on the reverse are similar to those on the G.1 and G.2 dies. An extreme rarity in 
the series, generally one of the last 1785 varieties added to any major collection. The Taylor- 
Perkins coin was a rough Fine, which brought $4.025 back in 2000, and in his annotations to that 
sale Robert Martin noted just 15 examples known to him. The variety is seldom offered — both 
the Stack’s Bowers and Heritage archives have exactly seven examples combined, most in 
surprisingly high grade — and price. The amazing Ford-Partrick Unc brought $22,800 four years 
ago, while Syd Martin’s Choice AU brought $19,200 in October 2022. Two VF’s from Twin 
Leaf and Andersen-Gleckler brought in the $5,000 range, as did the second Ford coin, ex Ryder, 
which was also in the Partrick sale in 2020, while Eric Newman’s VF hammered at over 
$10,500. The Keller coin, undergraded at VG, but rough, managed just under $4,200 in 2010. 
The variety was missing completely in any grade from many large collections, and has certainly 
held its rarity over time. Despite specializing in Connecticut coppers, and likely offering more 
of them for sale than any other dealer, I have NEVER been able to offer this variety, a telling 
comment indeed! The cheapest example at auction in the last couple decades is over $4,000 — 
fora com no better than: tus.. This one will 90 Tast at JUSt.c.<:4scssctecee ess tveesseisedsseestons $1,500 


An Affordable Example of the Rare 1786 Miller 4.2-R 


26. 1786 Connecticut Copper. Miller 4.2-R, W-2530. Rarity-6. Mailed Bust Left. Very 
Good overall, erratically struck as is always the case with this VERY RARE variety. The 
legends are strong at the left of either side, weak at the right, with just traces of the letters and 
date in the weak areas. The design details are outlined on each side, while the .branch on the 
reverse is bold, and this is the one area that collectors want strong for a 1786 die since the leaf 
detail was added by hand and is unique to each reverse; having it strong makes attribution much 
easier. Light brown, the surfaces hard, despite a number of planchet flaws on either side, 
including large ones at the center reverse and lower right obverse, which add a crude sort of 
charm to the piece. Despite obviously seeing much time in circulation, the color and surface 
quality remain choice for the grade. Originally called Low R-7, with Michael Hodder having 
seen only 9 examples when he wrote the Perkins auction catalogue, the rating was revised 
downwards by the late Robert Martin who noted 21 pieces in his own database. The variety is 
seldom seen in grades better than Fine, and most are far worse. Indeed, the finest in the Stack’s 
Bowers archives is the Dr. Hall coin, later in Robert Martin’s collection, called VF35 but likely a 
full EF, though with its share of planchet flaws as well; the seven others on the Stack’s Bowers 
archives range from AG to Fine, none of them truly problem-free. The sole example of the 
variety in the Heritage archives was the EAC ’75-Taylor-Partrick coin, a solid Fine which was a 
bargain at just $660. The variety was missing completely from many large collections, such as 
Garrett, Norweb, Oechsner and Eric Newman. While not the highest grade example of this rare 
variety out there, the color and hard surfaces certainly make it more attractive than some of the 
dark, rough ones that may grade a notch higher. While some rarities will be expensive, they 
aren’t always, and this pleasing piece is ridiculously affordable at just................. cee eeeee ee $250 


A SHARP Example of the Very Rare 1786 Miller 5.2-H.1 
The Neil Rothschild specimen 


27. 1786 Connecticut Copper. Miller 5.2-H.1, W-2545. Rarity-6. Fine overall, the obverse 
weaker than the reverse as always found. This was the Neil Rothschild specimen, and appeared 
in the January 2021 sale of his collection after his untimely death. It was described there as “The 
obverse is considerably weaker (worn out die) while the reverse would grade F15 or a bit better. 
Slightly glossy chocolate and olive brown with lighter brown toning on the devices. The planchet 
is covered with fine granularity on all but the highpoints which are nearly smooth. No verdigris, 
and the only contact mark is a minor rim bruise at the A in AUCTORI. Later die state with 
swelling and weakness on the obverse. The legends on the obverse are weak; the date and 
legends on the reverse are easily readable but the top of INDE is off the planchet. Weight 116.0 
grains. Ex (possibly) Bowers & Merena 1/1989:25.” This type of strike is typical for the variety, 
usually appearing a grade weaker or with a compromise grade — here the obverse looks close to 
Fine, while the reverse is fully of the VF level, as can be seen in the bold branch and drapery on 
the seated figure. A legitimately rare variety, the majority of specimens known are in very low 
grade, though there are a handful of nice ones — the finest being an Unc in the ANS collection, 
while Syd Martin’s Choice EF, ex Dr. Hal-Brand-Taylor, is likely the next nicest known, and 
Ted Craige’s EF and the Ford-Tannenbaum EF after that. The Norweb-Perkins-Partrick coin 
was graded Fine and this example is a bit sharper on the obverse and free of the heavy contact 
marks on that coin; when that coin was offered in the Perkins sale in 2000 it was catalogued as 
much higher in the Condition Census than it actually was, and realized just shy of $5,000! In his 
annotations to that sale, Robert Martin noted just 10 examples of the variety in his database 
which is the exact number of different coins in both the Stack’s Bowers and Heritage archives! 
While a few more definitely exist, the variety is still comfortably in the R-6 range. The passing 
of several copper collectors in the last decade has meant the supply-demand balance is a bit out 
of whack, which means it is an excellent time to buy rarer varieties in solid collectible grade, 
while they are selling at something of fire sale prices — this is a situation that will not last, 
especially with the publication of Randy Clark’s excellent new book on the series! This coin, 
which I think is nicer overall than the Partrick coin, will cost you even less 


Accompanied by the lot ticket from the Rothschild auction. 


The Rare 1787 Miller 1.3-L 
A Very Distinct Obverse Bust Type 


28. 1787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 1.3-L, W-2735. Rarity-6-. Mailed Bust Right, Six- 
Pointed Star. Fine or better detail, net Very Good. This is a coin that has spent some time 
underground with surfaces that are less than stellar, but with the central detail quite strong. 
More than half the legends visible on either side, only a few letters completely lost to 
environmental damage, the other letters ranging from weak to bold, and the date is full and 
strong. The distinct right-facing bust shows sharp detail in its mailing, and the seated reverse 
figure is quite sharp from the waist down, with drapery detail, a strong shield, and all the lines 
in the globe she sits upon. Medium brown and jade green patina, a grounder that hasn’t been 
cleaned or recolored (and though it may look better with that treatment, I kind of like this 
patina reminiscent of Roman bronze coins). The surfaces were notably roughened by burial, 
but there are few actual marks from circulation, and this was a very high grade example when 
lost — likely an EF or better coin, and one that would have ranked among the finest known as 
such. The Stack’s Bowers online archives show no appearances better than Fine, save for the 
Mills-Ryder-Boyd-Ford Syd Martin coin, which was graded VF20 and hammered at an 
amazing $30,000. The Heritage archives shows just one in VF, the Newman coin at just a shade 
under $10,000 in 2014! Not in those online archives is the Ford specimen, also graded VF, 
which brought $21,850 in 2005. But the high prices aren’t just for VF coins — the Taylor- 
Perkins coin, graded VG, brought just under $6,500 when sold in the 2012 C4 auction, and the 
Tanenbaum coin, perhaps undergraded at Fine, brought $4,600 a few months earlier. The VG 
Robert Martin coin brought $2,280 in 2019, while the most recent sale appears to be the Norm 
Peters coin, an extremely worn piece graded Good with light roughness that still managed 
$900! Needless to say, a popular and coveted variety. This pairs the reverse found on the 
Horned Bust variety, Miller 4-L — and it is interesting that while the Horned Bust is one of the 
most common of Connecticut copper varieties, the Miller 1.3-L, which was the second use of 
the reverse, after some lapping, is quite rare (and was only used in this combination). Likely 
underrated in terms of rarity, and likely a solid R-6 — I note that the combined Stack’s and 
Heritage archives amounts to just nine different specimens combined. Yes, the surfaces detract 
— but this is reflected in the price, which is less than the recent auction of a rough Good coin! 
All the design detail of a five-figure coin, for jUSt........... 0. ccc cece cece ence ee eee cnet entnea eens $550 


A Nice Miller 32.6-X.6, the rarest of the 32-X Varieties 


29. 1787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 32.6-X.6, W-3265. Rarity-6. Draped Bust Left. Fine, 
solidly in that grade level, with some reverse details closer to the full VF level. This coin 
appeared in the 2010 C4 auction where it was graded F12 and somewhat tersely described as 
“lovely, smooth, even chocolate brown with a good, balanced strike and excellent eye appeal.” 
The description alone telling you that the cataloguing was done after Tom Rinaldo had retired, as 
he would have waxed poetic about the coin for a couple paragraphs. This writer would too — and 
I will! This is the rarest of the 32-X varieties (32.4-F and 32.4-Z.20 are the only rarer varieties 
with a 32 obverse), and it is seldom found in truly nice condition. The only really nice ones to 
sell in recent years were the Ford-Miller-Partrick coin, a lovely AU with gorgeous color but 
weak centers, which brought $3,737.50 when sold in 2005, and the Taylor coin which was 
graded full AU when sold in Heritage’s April 2006 auction (at just under $2,000), while I had a 
Choice EF on our Sixteenth Price List in 2003, which quickly sold to an advanced collector. The 
Dr. Hall-Hessberg coin was a nice VF, and there were solid VF’s in the EAC ’75, New 
Netherland’s 51° and Stack’s June, 1994 sales, the latter with a rim dent. The Lomprey coin was 
a high-end Fine, slightly rough, and the Jesse Patrick coin in the 2002 C4 sale was Choice Fine, 
described as “slightly shy of the Condition Census, it is still among the finer examples extant” 
and realized $660. The nicest example in the Stack’s-Bowers archives is a Choice VF, while 
half of the pieces listed there grade Fine or less, and often with rough surfaces. Tellingly, the 
frontline Syd Martin example was graded just Fine (though to our eyes was a full VF, just with 
lightly rough surfaces). In his annotations to the 2000 Perkins sale, Robert Martin noted 18 
examples of the variety in his census, and it has comfortably remained within the R-6 rating. 
While this one won’t make the Condition Census, it is at least close to the tail end — and the hard, 
smooth, attractive surfaces make it more visually appealing than some I have seen that were 
technically a grade higher, but dark and rough. The first I have been able to offer in quite a few 
years in any grade, this one is a bargain at jJUSt........ 0. c cece cece cece cece eee eee ence eae eeenieeees $250 
Accompanied by the original lot ticket from the 2010 C4 auction, as described. 


The Extremely Rare Miller 33.10-W.6 
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30. 1787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 33.10-W.6, W-3500. Low Rarity-7. Draped Bust Left. 
Very Good overall, though in an NGC slab where this is ridiculously undergraded as AG 
Details, likely because NGC did not know this obverse die failed dramatically; and in terms of 
detail this is not far off the Tannenbaum coin, graded VF/Fine (selling for $3,160); its next 
owner should probably break it out of this slab. This is the Twin Leaf specimen, appearing as 
Lot 8232 in that March 2019 auction, described as: “Four light but long old scratches across the 
obverse account for the NGC designation, but they are thin and toned over such that they are 
barely detectable at all without magnification. Further, the obverse of this variety is really never 
a thing of beauty as it comes very soft, enough so that on the occasions where one is offered, it is 
often presented with a split grade. This piece is pleasing light brown with some crusty dark spots 
on the obverse and small areas of similar patina on the reverse outlining Liberty. The obverse 
detail is not far from ghostly, with most of the effigy outlined and just traces of letters of the 
legend visible. This side probably grades Good for the variety. The reverse is probably 
approaching Fine, likely the proper sharpness grade overall. Well centered on this side, with no 
additional imperfections worthy of mention. This variety was missing from Taylor, Oechsner and 
Norweb, while the nicer Ford coin went to Collection SLT. Perkins had a rough ground find that 
was a little sharper. Another superior piece appeared in our January 2013 Ted Craige offering. 
The Barnsley-ANS coin is probably the finest, but it will remain in the institutional collection. 
Finding one at all is the challenge.” The AU Partrick coin and the EAC ’75 specimen are the 
nicest ones sold at auction, and the census falls dramatically from there, as the next nicest is the 
VF Ted Craige-Syd Martin coin, followed by Norm Peters’ rough VF. The two other examples 
in the Stack’s Bowers archives are Good and VG, and the only other one in the Heritage archives 
is an extremely rough VF. With only a couple examples out that are truly nice, this is a variety 
the collector cannot be too picky on. The smooth surfaces here are more attractive than some 
coins a grade or two higher that are rough. Previously in the Keller collection (whose coins were 
all severely undergraded when slabbed), purchased from Ted Craige in 1967. An attractive 


Accompanied by the original Twin Leaf and Keller envelopes 


The Taylor-Perkins-Partrick Miller 33.19-q 


"1787 DRAPED BUST LEFT 
CONNECTICUT 


M, 33.19-q ex: Ta 
Donald G. Partrick Col nat 


siti 


31. 1787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 33.19-q, W-3660. Rarity-6. Draped Bust Left. NGC 
Graded Very Good, probably a solid Fine (when this exact coin was sold in the Perkins sale it 
was graded Fine/Very Fine). This example hails from not one, not two, but three famous 
collections, and was thought by Don Partrick to be the second finest known of the variety, 
though that is no longer true. When offered in the November 2020 sale of the Partrick collection 
this was described as “Obverse die 33.19 is known with reverse dies Z.1, Z.2, Z.4, and q. 
Reverse die q is known with obverse dies 33.4, 33.13, 33.19, and 33.43. The reverse legend and 
punctuation are diagnostic for this challenging die pair. No cinquefoil precedes INDE, while a 
cinquefoil closely follows the colon after ETLIB. This well-pedigreed example ranks in or near 
the Condition Census, exiting both the Taylor and Perkins auctions before settling with Donald 
G. Partrick via Jon Hanson. The coin shows light wear and fine smooth surfaces overall. 
Attractive light-tan color yields to dark chocolate along the margins. Listed on page 66 of the 
2021 Guide Book. Ex: Frederick Taylor Collection (Bowers and Merena, 3/1987), lot 2549; 
George Perkins Collection (Stack's, 1/2000), lot 390; Jon Hanson (1/12/2000); Donald G. 
Partrick.” Aside from this one, the Heritage archives contains just one other example of the 
variety, the Keller coin which was graded Good, but closer to VG. The Stack’s Bowers archives 
contain just five different examples, the two nicest being the EF Syd Martin coin and the Choice 
VF Twin Leaf example, which was earlier in the famous EAC ’75 offering of the Dave Bowers 
collection; the three others grade Good to Fine. Robert Martin’s annotated Perkins catalogue 
notes just 12 examples of the variety, two of which are now in the ANS collection. Nearly a 
quarter century ago, this exact coin hammered at just over $4,300 when sold in the Perkins sale — 
it will cost you less than a quarter of that price today. The Connecticut copper series is replete 
with rare varieties that are quite affordable today — an excellent time for collectors to wake up 
and pay attention! This well-provenanced Coin is JUSt..............ccc eee eenee eect eee eeeeeeeeees $1,100 
In the NGC slab with the Patrick provenance noted, accompanied by Partrick’s original 
handwritten envelope and the lot tickets from both the Taylor and Perkins auctions. Partrick 
was ahead of his time in scrupulously saving lot tickets and envelopes; his own unique envelopes 
have his name stamped on them in green ink, with meticulous handwritten details of each coin. 


The Very Rare 1787 Miller 33.12-Z.13 
None in the Ford Sale! 


32. 1787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 33.21-Z.13, W-3675. Rarity-6. Fine/Nearly Very Fine, 
the variety always found weakly struck at the lower obverse and upper reverse. Very slightly off 
center so that the tops pf AUCTORI and ETLIB are close to or slightly off the edge of the 
planchet, but all letters are strong, save for the E of ET which is mostly lost to a small planchet 
flaw there. The date is sharp, and nearly all on the planchet. While the obverse bust’s drapery is 
weak, his face and hair detail argue for the full VF grade, as does the strong drapery, shield and 
branch on the reverse. Medium golden brown, the surfaces hard enough, though with a green 
spot (likely removable) to the right of the branch, and with some very light hairlines visible 
under a glass, though mostly hidden to the eye. There are only two truly finer examples that I 
am aware of having appeared at public auction. The Hessberg coin was nearly Uncirculated, and 
the Floyd Starr-Donald Partrick coin was a lovely AU, both of which had the same striking 
weakness at the lower obverse and upper reverse, this certainly due to heavily failing dies, the 
obverse nearly shattered. The Taylor-Tannenbaum coin in Stack’s Bowers January 2012 sale 
was marginally sharper but had a couple dents and spots, as well as the same striking weakness. 
The Canfield coin, permanently off the market in the ANS collection, is a very pleasing EF. 
After this group, the grades of extant specimens fall dramatically, with most known grading Fine 
or less, and usually with rough surfaces. Tellingly, Syd Martin’s coin was graded VF details, 
with lightly rough surfaces, but with the strongest strike I have ever seen for the variety. We 
sold the slightly nicer Anderson-Gleckler example on our FPL #23, which sold quickly at 
$1,500. This one is just a shade off that coin, but is offered at half the price of that one, a very 
POO MadeON MAE iy. n.ctarcsnesexpsdsenedeancdabedederendsdensceeradetaseiadar adie besasastsetineae: $750 

In a collector’s envelope that notes this was purchased at the 2009 Central States show 
for $1,750 — our price today is much more pleasing! 


The Very Rare Miller 33.30-SS 


Around a dozen examples known, none in Ford or ANS! 


33. 1787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 33.30-SS, W-3820. High Rarity-6. Draped Bust Left. 
PCGS Graded Fine Details, which is accurate enough. This is the Norm Peters coin, appearing 
as Lot 2054 of the November 2021 Stack’s Bowers sale, where it was described as “Brassy-tan 
with dark olive in the fields. Lightly porous and has a few scratches on each side. Weakly struck 
at the left side of the coin but has the benefit of showing a full date. Certainly a clear and decent 
representative of this very rare variety. This piece is preferable to the damaged Gleckler coin I 
sold for $705 in 2016, though not as nice as the Condition Census SLT and Twin Leaf specimens 
that realized $4,312.50 and $2,640 respectively.” Listed as a full Rarity-7 up to just a couple 
years ago, the variety is still quite close to that rarity level, and may still be in it. In his 
annotations to the 2000 George Perkins auction, the late Robert Martin noted just eight examples 
of the variety in his census notes. The Stack’s Bowers archives contain just four examples other 
than this one, each of which was known to Robert, while the Heritage archives contains two 
other examples (a third was later in one of the Stack’s Bowers sales), also from collections that 
were recorded by Robert Martin. This example was not known to Robert Martin, unless it is the 
unplated example from the New England Rare Coin Auctions sale of July 1976, which was 
simply described as “dark, porous surfaces.” There are two examples of the variety permanently 
in the Connecticut State Library collection, and one in the Yale Library collection, further 
reducing the number available to collectors. As a telling comment on rarity, there is no example 
of the variety in the ANS collection in any grade (even after the addition of the CNL coins!), and 
it was missing completely from the Norweb and Ford collections; it says a lot that the variety 
eluded two of the largest collections of the series formed in the 20" century, those of Hillyer 
Ryder and Ned Barnsley. The first that I have ever been able to offer on a price list in over 35 
years of actively dealing in the series, and a variety not usually obtained until a collector inches 


In the PCGS slab depicted above, no envelope from the Peters collection. 


The Very Rare Miller 37.7-h.2 


Missing from many collections, including Ford and Miller’s own! 


34. 1787 Connecticut Copper. Miller 37.7-h.2, W-4140. Rarity-6. Fine, the reverse a tad 
weaker than the grade due to advanced die failure, likely caused by repeated die clashing, traces 
of which are evident on both sides. The legends are full, a few letters weaker than their 
neighbors due to die failure, and the date is bold at the base of the reverse. Attractive medium 
tan, the surfaces hard enough and with just minimal marks from circulation. This is a VERY 
RARE variety, and one that does not appear for sale except when large collections are sold. The 
George Perkins specimen was a flawed VF and there called Second Finest Known. In his 
cataloguing of that piece Michael Hodder noted that this was “an underrated variety, the 
cataloguer has seen only 12. This variety was missing from both the Oechsner and Miller (1920) 
sales, is not present in the Connecticut State Library (ex Hall, Shumway), and none appears to 
have been sold publicly for the last six years.” In his Additions & Corrections to the Perkins 
sale, Robert Martin was able to add just one more example, for a total of 13. The Robert Martin 
coin, ex Dr. Hall, and Virgil Brand was called VF when it appeared in the Hessberg sale and a 
more accurate Choice EF in the Martin sale, and is likely the finest known, realizing $3,360 in a 
very weak market. There was a higher-end VF in Taylor (on a very flawed planchet, later in the 
Partrick sale where it brought $1,020), as well as one on our 17” price list — the last time I was 
able to offer an example of this variety, way back in 2005! The EAC ’75 coin was a bit better 
than the VG/F it was graded there, and the Norweb coin was just VG. The unplated Good/About 
Good example in the Jimmie Steelman collection (Coin Galleries, April 2004) still managed to 
bring $805. A very telling comment on rarity is the fact that there was no example of this variety 
in any grade in the John J. Ford, Jr. collection of Connecticut coppers sold by Stack’s in May, 
2005, and it was missing from the collection of Henry Miller as well, the man who literally wrote 
the book on the series. The combined Stack’s and Heritage auction archives show just nine 
auction appearances for the variety, and while a few lower grade specimens have been cherry- 
picked, it retains its R-6 rating — and as can be seen from the grades of the above coins, the 
variety can seldom be found in grades above Fine (and usually not very attractive either). A 
prize for the specialist at half the price a Good/AG brought at auction two decades ago, that is 
good value for your collecting dollar!.......0....... se SagpacnbandeiiiatonsrecsDaUU 
Accompanied by a typed emublope: Hon dealer Don Mituzas. 


The Very Rare Miller 40-N, AUCTOPI error 
The Schenkel-Scherff coin 
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35. 1787 Connecticut copper. Miller 40-N, W-4225. Rarity-6. Draped Bust Left. AUCTOPI 
obverse error. Fine overall. When offered in the March 2010 sale of the Peter Scherff 
collection this coin was graded VG-8, though the obverse is close to VF and the reverse usually 
comes weaker, so I think Fine is a better grade for the coin. In that sale this was described as: 


Medium golden brown with some olive highlights. Uniform microgranularity on both sides, 
obverse rim bruise above PI, tiny flaws across the effigy, roughness at ON, reverse slightly off 
center, tops of date numerals remain, rim through tops of INDE, heavier granularity than on the 
obverse. 

Provenance: From the Peter Scherff Collection of Colonial Coins; Bowers and Merena's sale of 
the Chris Schenkel Collection, November 1990, Lot 5692; Tom Rinaldo, December 1990. 


A legitimately rare variety, and a major type coin as well. Called High R-6 in Perkins, Michael 
Hodder there noted he had only seen 12 examples, the number raised to 20 by Robert Martin in 
his annotations to that sale, moving it down to the solid R-6 level where it remains today. The 
finest is the Miller-Ford coin (at $5,750), later in the Syd Martin sale. The e EAC ’75 and 
Robert Martin coins are at least close to that, while the Perkins coin was graded “Fine, with some 
sharpness of EF in places” — regardless of what its final grade is decided to be it still managed 
$1,150 a decade ago. The Bob Lomprey coin in the 2006 C4 auction was graded Good-6 with a 
slight bend and a weak AUCTOPI but still managed a bid of $805, showing how difficult the 
variety is in any condition. The Stack’s Bowers archives show just eight different examples of 
the variety and other than the two Martin coins (Syd and Robert), none grade better than Fine; 
the Heritage archives show just three, with none better than VG. While some of the AUCTOPI 
varieties are routinely available and can often be found in nice conditions, the Miller 40-N 
variety is not often offered, and almost never seen choice. This example with a particularly 
sharp obverse, and the all-important AUCTOPI error bold was on our FPL #19 in 2010 where it 
sold quickly at $649. Today it can be yours for jUSt............ 0c cece eee ce eee ee eee ee eee eeeeneenens $475 

Accompanied by the original lot ticket from the Scherff sale (the whole sale billed as 
“Selections from the Estate of Louis Eliasberg, Jr.” 


1788 Miller 6-H from the Ted Craige Collection 


36. 1788 Connecticut Copper. Miller 6-H, W-4445. High Rarity-5. The “Boxer Head” 
variety. Very Good, some details closer to Fine, struck from the usual late die state of the 
obverse which weakens the face and hair detail on the bust. The legends at the left of either side 
are only partially visible, while those at the right are strong, and the date is completely legible. 
The obverse bust shows detail in the mailing, which argues for the higher grade. Dark, the 
surfaces uniformly rough, and with a scattering of light marks consistent with the time it spent in 
circulation. Miller 6-H is one of those varieties where you normally have to decide how 
unattractive of a coin you can appreciate. Not only are most from this late obverse die state, the 
planchets are almost uniformly rough, and those that circulated for some time usually have 
damage of one sort or another — check out the Stack’s Bowers archives, where only a couple can 
even remotely be called choice for their grade. This includes the AU coin from the EAC ’75 sale 
which had minor planchet flaws, and the uncontested finest known example of the variety, the 
Miller-Ryder-Boyd-Ford-Syd Martin coin, a gorgeous Uncirculated example that soared to 
$26,400 in spirited bidding. No, the coin offered here will not give that piece a run for its money 
— but it is offered at less than 1% what that coin hammered for, which is a pretty darned good 
trade off indeed. There are affordable rare varieties in the CT copper series, including coins that 
have a provenance from a major collection. This imperfect piece looks a lot better at......... $175 

From Stack’s Bowers June 2013 auction, where this was part of lot 104, a group of lower 
grade 1788 Connecticut coppers from the Ted Craige estate. It comes with Craige’s original 
handwritten envelope. 


Robert Martin’s 1788 Miller 14.2 Obverse Brockage 
With the Brockage Side Off-Center, ex Richard Picker Collection 
A VERY RARE Error in the Connecticut Copper Series! 


37. 1788 Connecticut Copper. Miller Obverse 14.2 Brockage. Rarity-8 as a major error 
coin. Draped Bust Left. PCGS Graded VF Details. This is the ROBERT MARTIN 
specimen, and appeared as lot 5329 of the Stack’s Bowers sale of his collection, described as: 


136.8 grains. Uniformly granular with a few areas of raised corrosion spots. The obverse is quite 
sharp, and was probably an EF or better coin when it became corroded. The brockage side is 
about 15% off-center, indicating the brockage maker was partially ejected from the dies before 
getting caught between the reverse die and this coin’s planchet. There is a roughly crescent 
shaped weak area flanking the 10 o’clock position of the obverse, as there was not enough 
pressure to fully bring up the die struck side due to the off-centering of the brockage side. A 
fascinating error coin and one of the small number of 1788 Connecticut Copper brockages that 
have survived to this day. Provenance: From the Robert M. Martin Collection. Ex Coin 
Galleries Sale of July 2011, lot 530. 


In addition to the provenance above, Martin noted that this was also ex Coin Galleries sale of 
May 1989 and was earlier in the Richard Picker collection. Picker, the first dealer to specialize 
in colonial coins, had a special affinity for error coins, and owned some amazing ones — a taste 
that Martin also shared. There are very few brockages of Connecticut coppers still in existence 
(far fewer than double strikes), and this one with the brockage side struck so far off-center is one 
of the more intriguing ones. Perhaps out there somewhere is a piece that is off-center matching 
this, the obverse slightly flattened from producing this brockage, and what a pair that would 
make! A really impressive error, with a provenance to two major collections — yet available for 
inider four figures, which 15 pretty amazing IMEC cisscsicovercesssrceersssrdenendncarcansarenwear $900 

In the PCGS slab as pictured, with the Martin collection noted on the insert. Also 
accompanied by Martin’s original handwritten envelope detailing provenance. 


The Rare 1788 Miller 101-D 


A Machin’s Mills Obverse and Connecticut Copper Reverse! 
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38. 1788 Connecticut Copper. Miller 101-D, the rare and popular Machin’s 
Mills/Connecticut Copper Mule, also known as Machin’s Mills variety Vlack 13-88CT, W- 
8080. High Rarity-5. Very Fine or slightly better, though in an NGC slab where this is 
undergraded as Fine 12, presumably because the graders were not familiar with the late die state. 
This is the ERIC P. NEWMAN specimen of this rare and popular variety, and appeared as Lot 
30149 in the May, 2014 sale of his collection where it was catalogued as: “125.0 grains. 
Prominent obverse bulges and advanced reverse die failure are the hallmarks of this late die state 
Machin's Mills piece. Sharp details appear at the right reverse border, outside the crack and bulge 
that obliterates most of LIB. The smooth surfaces combine medium brown color with blue-steel 
patina. The planchet is cracked at the location of the lower obverse die bulge. Ex: Richard 
Picker; Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society.” 


The coin is certainly sharper than the Fine grade, the areas of weakness caused by die failure and 
not wear — note the sharp detail on the obverse bust, especially the hair, face and mailing, while 
the reverse has significant drapery detail and a strong shield and branch. Like the 1788 Miller 1- 
I offered in the previous lot, this variety was likely made in 1789 right before the Coppers Panic, 
cobbling together any usable dies to pound out a few more coins. Neither of these dies was 
likely usable for long though, each side showing massive breaks and bulges. Many of those 
known are dark and rough, and the color and overall eye appeal of this example are choice 
indeed — and the provenance to one of the most famous collections ever formed certainly doesn’t 
hurt. Syd Martin’s AU brought $7,800 last year, and while that one does show more detail, the 
planchet had significant flaws. This one, with all the paper ephemera noted below, is an 
excellent Diy al (US. cq ccrinncvetetsacss Gxcetveatais even eivntdseclensevesdieRuxiaxie ies ecss eres $1,100 

Accompanied by the original lot ticket from the Newman auction, and the original 
envelope, which is from dealer Richard Picker — the first to specialize in American colonial 
coinage — with his name and address printed on the back flap 


the Eric Newman coin, with original envelope, ex Richard Picker 
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An AFFORDABLE Example of the Rare Maris 11-H 
A No Coulter Variety, ex Philip Keller and Ted Craige Collections 
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39. 1786 New Jersey copper. Maris 11-H, W-4775. Low Rarity-6. No Coulter type. Very 
Good/Fine, though in an NGC slab where this is ludicrously graded AG details — the grade 
Keller gave to the piece in 1970 when he acquired it! The obverse is weaker than the reverse 
as usually seen, here with all but a few letters in the legend visible, though often only faintly so. 
Struck medal turn as always seen on the variety. The top of the horse’s head is outlined, the 
neck weak which is also typical, while the plow below is sharp, clearly showing the lack of 
coulter on the plowshare. The reverse is stronger, with the legend full, the individual letters 
mostly sharp, and the distinct thin shield fully outlined, but not showing any of the stripes 
within. Russet brown, the surfaces lightly but evenly rough, though not horribly so. The 
planchet had a few light striae on the reverse, and the only manmade damage is a large scratch 
through the horse’s neck on the obverse. A coin that was in two major collections of the 1960s 
and early 1970s, purchased by Keller from Ted Craige, right about the time the latter was 
looking to become a coin-dealer fulltime, a dream cut short by an early death the year after he 
sold this coin. Rated a High Rarity-6 until very recently, the variety remains rare, especially in 
higher grades, and usually sells well into the four and even into five figures for examples in the 
Fine to Very Fine range. $6,900 was paid for a Fine in Stack’s January 2007 auction, and the 
Anton coin was a rough Fine, selling for $3,840 in 2019. The Maris-Garrett-Partrick coin was 
Choice VF and brought $24,000 when sold in 2021 as part of the Don Partrick collection. But 
lower-grade coins have also brought strong prices, such as the $2,530 for a Good in the Stack’s 
June 2010 auction. While far from perfect, this is a most acceptable example, especially for the 
collector pursuing the series on a more limited budget! It is no secret that New Jersey coppers 
are currently one of the hottest markets in the colonial series (and in American coins in 
general), with many new collectors chasing rarities. This 18 ONLY..........ceeeeeseeeseesteeeeeee es $1,200 

Still in the NGC slab as pictured here, and accompanied by Philip W. Keller’s original 
typed envelope, indicating that he purchased this specimen from Ted Craige in December 
1970. We would be happy to liberate it from the slab if it’s next owner wishes. 


Another Rare No Coulter, Shaggy Mane Variety 
Maris 12-I 


40. 1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 12-I, W-4795. Rarity-5. No Coulter, Shaggy Mane. 
Fine overall, a few details weaker that the grade, as often the case for this type. The legends are 
full on either side, the individual letters generally strong, save for the first letter on the reverse, 
which takes a strong glass and perhaps a bit of imagination to make out. The distinct horse with 
its shaggy mane shows much of that mane, as well as eye and hair detail, and though its neck is 
weaker, it is all there, and the plow below is bold. The date is, as usual, weaker than the rest, but 
all the digits can be made out, if not clear. The thin shield on the reverse shows none of the finer 
lines, this absolutely typical for the type, and often on Choice VF and better coins you might 
only get hints of a couple lines — the detail was there in the die, but engraved so deeply that there 
just wasn’t sufficient metal to flow into those areas. Medium olive brown, the obverse devices a 
lighter tan color. Lightly rough, but not unattractive, with the expected light marks from 
circulation. A couple ancient hairline scratches to the lower left of the shield do not detract 
much, as they are toned to the surface color and not obtrusive. A tough variety to find in any 
grade, rarer than the Maris 12-G variety, though these two are usually the only obtainable (and 
reasonably affordable) varieties for the No Coulter type that can be found. Anton’s Choice Fine 
brought $2,280 just a few months ago, while Syd Martin’s EF, ex Bareford, soared to $12,000 in 
August 2022. The variety has held its rarity over the years, with the Siboni-Howes-Ish book 
agreeing with the Rarity-5 rating. The Condition Census now consists of the same coin at the top 
— the Ford-Partrick piece, though now graded Choice EF instead of AU (it realized $45,600 in 
the March, 2021 sale of the Partrick collection); there are two other EF coins and the remainder 
of the CC consists of solid VF examples. This one is more attractive than the John Griffee 
example on our FPL #21, which was devoted only to New Jersey coppers, as that one had some 
heavy reverse scratches. Tellingly, that one sold very quickly, and I’ve had just one in stock 
since then! This attractive circulated is well-priced, and even a small upgrade to a Choice Fine 
would likely cost double our asking price Of jUSt.......... 00... cc cece cece cent ence eee neeneaeenees $1,200 


One of Bill Anton’s Maris 19-M’s 
The Drunken Diecutter Variety 
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41. 1786 New Jersey copper. Maris 19-M. Rarity-5. Wide Shield. PCGS graded VF Detail, a 
fair grade, though the environmental damage is just very light surface roughness, which does not 
detract at all from the coin. When offered in the Stack’s Bowers sale of November 2019 (billed 
as the E Pluribus Unum collection), this was described as: “138.7 grains. Attractive medium 
brown with lighter devices over evenly granular surfaces. Some parallel bars beneath the 
horsehead were once considered to be evidence of an Irish halfpenny undertype, but they’re also 
seen at the center of the shield, leaving us with the unavoidable conclusion that they are post- 
mint damage instead. This remains a pleasing and desirable example of an elusive variety. 

From the E Pluribus Unum Collection” 


Those central parallel lines are intriguing — they appear to be counterstamps of some type, and 
are certainly worthy of further research. Despite this post-strike issue, the coin remains quite 
attractive, given the bold details, full legends, and lovely lighter color which is nicer than usually 
found. A very difficult variety to find truly choice. The Siboni Condition Census has an 
unverified AU and five EF coins, all in major collections today. The Hessberg-Partrick coin was 
sold as a Fine 15 in March, 2021 (and brought $2,160) — it was marginally sharper than this, with 
better surfaces and probably deserved the VF grade it received when it was sold as part of the 
Hessberg sale three decades earlier. A VF in the Stack’s Bowers sale of November 2017 soared 
to an amazing $11,400, and an EF sold by the same firm just eight months earlier brought 
$35,250 in spirited bidding, just underscoring how difficult the variety is to find any decent 
condition. This respectable example, with a provenance to one of the legendary collections of 
New Jersey coppers, formed over the course of nearly a century, is juSt.................:ee eee $900 

The “Drunken Die-Cutter” nickname appears to have been first used in the middle of the 
20" century; the first mention of it in print was in the 1955-8 manuscript on New Jersey coppers 
written by Walter Breen (unfortunately never published). The nickname was actually used first 
in the large cent series, where it refers to the “Fallen 4” 1794 variety known as Sheldon 63, the 
nickname apparently first used there by George H. Clapp. 


A Sharp Maris 25-S 
The Rarest of the S Reverse Varieties 


42. 1786 New Jersey Copper. Maris 25-S, W-4980. Rarity-5, probably high in that rarity. 
Straight Plow Beam, Eye in Neck, Fine/Very Fine, a fully VF or better coin that spent some 
time underground, affecting the surface quality a bit, but a piece that retains excellent design 
detail. The legends are full on either side, the individual letters all strong, save for the first letter 
on the reverse which is weaker, but visible, and the date is sharp on the obverse. The horse’s 
head shows some detail in the eye, snout, and mane, while the plow below is strong. The reverse 
is bold, the shield with all the lines in it sharply defined. While a coin that was in the ground, it 
is nicely free of the very dark surfaces often found on such pieces, and is a medium olive brown 
with lighter tan highlights. The surfaces have a uniform light roughness, the obverse with near- 
vertical roughness, likely from that side being in wetter soil. No real manmade marks or 
damage, and a perfectly acceptable example of a rare variety. Indeed, the Maris 25-S is the 
rarest of the four varieties to share the “S” reverse and doesn’t exist truly choice — the finest 
listed by Siboni is an EF, forever off the market in the New Jersey Historical Society collection. 
The rest of the census is made up of Choice VF and solid VF coins. The Betts-Garret-Taylor 
coin is the second finest in the Siboni census, called Choice VF there (but EF in Taylor and the 
2009 C4 sale where it last appeared, realizing $3,737,50 there). The Miller-Ryder-Boyd-Ford- 
Partrick coin brought $5,280 in Marsh 2021 and was graded there as F15, but VF in the Siboni 
census, which seems the accurate grade. The main Anton collection piece was graded VF, but 
highly striated and brought $4,560 in November 2021. The Ford-Partrick specimen is a bit 
sharper than this, though with a lighter color and a ““Who’s Who” of previous owners. A second 
Anton pieces was an encrusted VF that brought $3,360 late last year, a coin showing not much 
better detail than this, but with better surfaces even with the encrustation Syd Martin’s weaker 
VG managed a bid of $1,440 last year, showing just how difficult the variety is to find in even 
lower grades — and how popular it is, as well! This example is much stronger than the Martin 
coin, though with obviously much lesser surface quality — the tradeoff comes in price, and this 
sharp example is a lot less money than these more recent aUCtiONS................ cee eee ee ee eens $750 


An Affordable Example of the Rare Maris 41-c 


43. 1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 41-c, W-5205. Rarity-5+. No Sprig Above Plow, Googly 
Eye. Very Good/Good, the reverse weaker than the obverse as is always the case for this very 
rare variety. The obverse legend full, the first two letters weaker than the rest but visible; the 
horse and plow fully outlined, though with not much of the finer detail, as expected for the 
grade; the dramatic diagonal die failure across the horse’s torso is prominent, certainly the cause 
for the rarity of the variety today, as the obverse die must have broken early in striking (it was 
not paired with any other reverse). The reverse here is, as usual, extremely faint, with perhaps 
half of the letters in the legend, though faint. The shield is mostly outlined, with some of the 
vertical stripes visible, as is the prominent “spur” at the lower left of the shield which 
immediately identifies the “c” reverse (not that it is needed since the obverse only comes paired 
with this!). Medium brown, with lighter tan devices gives a two-tone look to the coin. The 
surfaces are only lightly rough The obverse has a few faint circulation marks, and there ancient 
scratch on either sold, both are old and toned to the surface color so not as disturbing as they 
would otherwise be. The Siboni Condition Census starts with a pair of AU’s and an EF, with the 
rest of the census in VF. While there are a few nice ones out there, most collections have to 
settle for something in distinctly lower grade, such as the Fine Maris-Garrett piece (graded there 
as “G to VG”), the VG Henry Garrett-Scott Barnes piece or the weak VG in the John Griffee 
sale; and in John Griffee’s published census notes, over two-thirds of the specimens listed graded 
below Fine. The Spiro-Bareford coin last brought $10,637.50 in Stack’s March 2010 sale (where 
the grade was raised to VF, which was accurate) — and less you think that is a fluke of a price, 
the VF Ford coin brought $6,037.50 way back in 2003 and the Lorenzo piece graded Choice Fine 
brought $4,025 in January 2008. More recently, the Foreman-Partrick Choice VF brought 
$12,000 in March 2021 and the rough VF in the “E Pluribus Unum” collection brought $5,760 in 
November 2019. A low grade Good from the Syd Martin collection managed $720 at auction 
just a few months back. Though the Maris 41-c and 42-c are generally given the same rarity 
rating, it has been our experience that the Maris 41-c comes along far less often, in all grades. 
While this one will certainly not win a place in the Condition Census, or centerfold status in the 
next New Jersey copper book, it is a most affordable example of a rare variety, and finding one 
even marginally sharper will at least double the price. We like this one a bit more than the piece 
on our FPL #21, though this is offered at the same price, jUSt................ cece cence eee eee ones $600 


An Attractive “Saw Tooth Pattern” Variety 
Maris 59-0, High Rarity-5 
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44. 1787 New Jersey Copper. Maris 59-0, W-5325. “Saw Tooth Pattern” variety. High 
Rarity-5. Fine, weakly struck at the centers as is typical for the variety, much stronger on the 
peripheries. The legends are full on either side, the individual letters mostly bold, as is the 
date, and both sides have a full set of the curious large triangular denticles that do indeed look 
like the teeth of a saw, earning the variety its nickname, though the “pattern” designation was a 
bit of 19" century fantasy The horse is faint, with just the ears and top of the head visible, this 
apparently due more to die state than strike; as the plow below is bold. The reverse is stronger 
at the center, with the shield mostly outlined, and with some of the stripes visible within, 
though only faintly so Medium brown, the surfaces with a very light micro roughness that is 
not bad at all, and few actual marks from circulation. This kind of strike would be horrible for 
most New Jersey copper varieties, since the horse and shield would generally be what 
collectors wanted to see the most — but for Maris 59-o it is just the opposite since the important 
part of the dies here are their peripheries, specifically the large, triangular denticles that do 
indeed look like the teeth of a saw. The planchets used on this variety are large, but quite thin, 
and there simply was never enough metal to flow into the deepest parts of both dies, The 
planchets also often come heavily flawed, and this example is much nicer than normally found 
in that respect. This is generally not a variety one can hold out for a “perfect” example of — 
indeed, the Siboni Condition Census contains a single AU, three EF’s of differing quality, and 
the rest of the census made up of Choice VF and VF coins. The Spiro-Anton coin was called 
AUS3 when sold as part of the “E Pluribus Unum” collection, but the EF grade given in the 
Siboni census seems more accurate; either way still the second finest known, and it realized 
$9,000 at that sale, while a second Anton piece ex Dr. Hall was graded EF and brought $7,800 
late last year. The Taylor-Partrick Choice VF, considered third finest in the census, was a 
bargain at just $2,880 (a fact this writer realized as he kept hitting the “bid” button in vain after 
the lot closed!). Norm Peters’ strong VF on a remarkably clean planchet brought an amazing 
$12,000 in November 2021. This was purchased by its owner from the late Clem Schettino 
many years back, and comes in his handwritten envelope. A very pleasing example that would 
be difficult to upgrade today without getting into the mid four-figure range................. $1,200 


The Very Rare Vermont Landscape Ryder-3 
The rarest collectible Landscape variety 


45. 1785 Vermont Landscape Copper, the second VERMONTS obverse. Ryder-3, W-2010. 
Rarity-5. Very Fine, the strike better than often seen on the variety, though with areas of 
weakness as nearly always found, and with some light surface issues. The obverse is weak at 
VERM, the reverse at DECIMA, the remainder of the legend bold, as is the 1785 date below. 
The iconic design of the Green Mountains is strong at the viewer’s left, a bit weaker at the right, 
the plow below sharp. The stars and rays design on the reverse mostly strong save for the area 
under DECIMA. The coin is a pleasing deep tan color, the surfaces with light roughness to 
them, but with no major marks from circulation. This piece may likely spent some time 
underground, lost when it was fairly high grade, but if so the surfaces escaped getting either dark 
or too very rough or pitted. This is, by far, the rarest of the collectible Landscape varieties (the 
contemporary counterfeit Ryder 5 in both struck and cast issues are so rare as to be 
uncollectible), and it is seldom found anywhere near choice. Indeed, Tony Carlotto noted in his 
reference on the Vermont series that for a Ryder 3 “the chances of having the luxury to be picky 
are slim.” The publication of Q. David Bowers’ recent book on Vermont coppers has certainly 
added interest to this fascinating series — a compact 39 varieties, ranging from common to 
exceedingly rare and with a great diversity of design types and both authorized and counterfeit 
issues. This one is nearly as attractive as the Scherff coin I sold on my 19"" fixed price list (at 
$2,999), though priced at significantly less money, and at almost half of what the VG-8 in the 
2006 C4 auction realized! This variety is seldom found pretty, and never found cheap, with even 
a corroded Good bringing $690 in Stack’s January 2012 Americana sale. The only really nice 
ones to come on the market in recent years was the AU Garrett coin, which had a small planchet 
flaw, light pitting and on a somewhat ragged planchet, which still sold for $28,800 in the Stack’s 
Bowers February 2019 auction, while Syd Martin’s very Choice VF brought $15,600 late last 
year. The Anton collection had a surprising double struck example in EF that was a bit of a 
bargain at $13,200 While this will not challenge those pieces in grade or overall eye appeal, it 
does have excellent design detail, and I doubt you can find a stronger specimen for anywhere 
Pi I IG i teseciakedacesvegatecnameneideenomne nicer an acetic aNpcuegponasc eas dueesamp ase ia sexes OO) 


A DOUBLE STRUCK RYDER 13 BRITANNIA VARIETY 
Ex Rob Retz, Steve Tannenbaum, and Dan Freidus Collections 


46. 1787 Vermont Copper. Ryder 13, Bressett 17-V, W-2255. Rarity-1 for the BRITAN 
NIA variety, but boldly double struck and Rarity-7 for the error. Choice Very Fine, an 
eye-catching example of this popular variety pairing a Vermont copper obverse and an old 
Machin’s Mills counterfeit halfpenny reverse. This example was originally in the collection of 
the late Rob Retz whose non-Fugio collection was sold to Steve Tannenbaum, and then to 
collector Dan Freidus. In the Stack’s Bowers 2012 C4 sale this piece was catalogued as: 


108.6 grains. Deep golden-brown with lighter highlights and uniform microgranularity 
throughout. Broadly double-struck, the evidence plainest on the obverse where two 
impressions are plainly seen under low magnification. Off-center on the obverse, rim to 
tops of VERMON, later die state with cud at tip of bust and vertical die crack across the 
effigy's portrait, no circulation marks present, reverse with some detail, portions of 
BRITANNIA and the date plainly seen though the overall sharpness is about typical for 
the variety, rim flaws and fissures, as struck, from | to 6 o'clock. A neat specimen that 
serves to highlights the mechanical foibles so prevalent in the Machin's Mills coinage. 
Provenance: From the Dan Freidus Collection. Ex Rob Retz. Paper envelope with 
attribution notes included. 


As usual for this variety, grading is done by the obverse as the reverse die was heavily worn by 
the time this variety is struck; this one does show most of NIA at the left, and a trace of the 
date. A double strike is a very rare error in the Vermont copper series, and especially so on the 
Ryder 13 variety. Indeed, I have found just a couple other auction appearances of a double 
struck piece, the Bill Anton coin sold in the 2020 C4 auction which was double struck at nearly 
the same angle, but was rough, and a damaged Fine ex Syd Martin that brought $1,200 just a 
few months back — this one is nicer AND less money than that — how is that not excellent value 


Accompanied by Steve Tannenbaum’s original handwritten envelope and the lot ticket 
from the 2012 C4 auction where this appeared. 


THE VERY RARE RYDER 26 


An affordable example, ex Rob Retz, Steve Tannenbaum 


47. 1788 Vermont Copper. RR-26, Bressett 16-T, W-2190. Rarity-5+. Bust Right. Very 
Good detail, though porous. Sold as part of the 2019 C4 auction, where this was accurately 
described as: 


VG-8, porous. 101.12 grains. Uniform porosity on steel brown surfaces with considerable detail 
remaining on the obverse. The strike is nicely centered with the legends tight to the edge. A 
satisfying example of this rare variety. The Ryder-26 variety is a significant challenge for 
colonial collectors in any grade. Vermont specialist Tony Carlotto noted in his 1998 reference 
that it "is one of the classic rarities in the Vermont series. It is not a distinctive type or sub-type, 
but is genuinely rare." More recently, Dave Bowers suggests in his new (2018) reference that as 
few as a dozen examples might exist, saying "it is one of the well-known key rarities in the 
original Ryder listing. Provenance: From a Leesburg. VA Collection. Ex the partnership of Rob 
Retz and David Palmer; our (Stack's) sale of the Joel Geoffrey Collection, January 2011, lot 
5884. 


Ryder 26 is the rarest variety in the “20” series, and invariably one of the last collectible varieties 
that most collectors can add to their collection, somewhere around their 30" die variety. The 
majority of the (few) survivors of the variety do seem to be in lower grades, and the few choice 
examples always seem to bring record prices when they are offered. The Dave Bowers-Syd 
Martin coin was a lovely VF that brought $10,200 just a few months ago, Norm Peters’ VF 
brought $10,800 in June 2021, and the Partrick specimen, ex Ezra Cole, was a gorgeous EF that 
brought a well-deserved $14,100 in January 2015. The variety is legitimately rare, the Stack’s 
Bowers online archives show just nine different examples, while the Heritage archives show just 
six. Seldom seen in truly affordable grades, even those in low grade break into the four figures 
realm, like the second Peters coin, a scratched VG that brought $1560 in November 2021. This 
example, while far from perfect, is certainly the most affordable example of the variety I have 
seen, and perfect for the collector on a budget who wishes to fill a very difficult hole....... $1,000 
With the original lot ticket from the 2011 sale mentioned in the description. 


The Kessler-Spangenberger Ryder 28 
Overstruck on a counterfeit Irish halfpenny 


48. 1788 Vermont Copper. RR-28, Bressett 21-U, W-2215. Rarity-5. Bust Right. 
Overstruck on a Contemporary Counterfeit Irish Halfpenny. Very Good, some details 
sharper than the assigned grade on either side, others a bit weaker due to both the overstriking 
and the very late die state of this obverse, which has a large horizontal diebreak cutting through 
the bust’s neck, and this clearly led to few being struck and the rarity of the variety today. When 
offered as Lot 6471 of the Roy Bonjour collection in Stack’s 75" Anniversary Sale of November 
2019, this was accurately described as: 


VG-7. 95.6 grains. A well worn, but boldly overstruck, example of this rare Ryder number. Dark 
brown, finely granular, and quite well worn, but the tip of the portrait of King George is visible 
in such boldness on the right side of the reverse that not only can we know with certainly it’s a 
counterfeit Irish halfpenny, we may be able to identify the family of counterfeits from which the 
Ryder-28 planchet stock came. The bust is very narrow from lowest curl to truncation, an aspect 
shared by few 1781-82 counterfeit Irish halfpence. The Vermont itself is not terribly well 
detailed, though it is still instantly identifiable and at least half of the legends are visible. This is 
one of the more interesting Ryder-28s we’ve seen; it also comes with an enviable provenance. 
From the Collection of Roy Bonjour. Acquired from NASCA’s sale of the Kessler-Spangenberger 
Collection, April 1981, Lot 2393, original lot ticket included. 


We note that the bust style of the Irish host coin is also known on some of the rarer 1783-dated 
varieties, but there is simply not enough undertype detail to be able to attribute it further than the 
1781-3 type. Tony Carlotto states that most of the variety are overstruck on counterfeit Irish 
halfpence, and this has been our experience as well. While no longer the extreme rarity it was 
once thought, it is still hard to find. The Stack’s Bowers archives show just nine other examples, 
and the Heritage archives show a similar number. This example, with exceptional provenance, is 


Accompanied by the original lot ticket from the Roy Bonjour sale of 2010, as well as the 
Kessler-Spangenberger sale of 1981, the latter quite a rare ticket to find, as most were not 
retained by collectors of that era. 


An Affordable Ryder 29 Vermont Copper 


49. 1788 Vermont Copper. RR-29, Bressett 22-U, W-2220. Rarity-5. Bust Right. Very 
Good to Fine overall, the peripheries sharp, the centers weaker, and the variety is known for 
weaker central details. The legends are full on either side, the letters mostly strong, and while 
the date is a shade weaker, it too is visible. The central design details are mostly outlined on 
either side, with hints of some of the design detail. Medium brown, the surfaces lightly but 
evenly rough, not deep or disfiguring, especially as the color is good, and there are no 
appreciable marks from circulation. The dramatic obverse diebreak, extending from the top rim, 
down the effigy’s forehead and nose and extending out to the R of AUCTORI is bold — this 
break obviously the reason for the rarity of the variety, as soon it would reach the rims on either 
end, causing the section of the die with AUCTOR on it to break off completely. The variety is 
not quite as rare as it was once thought, with a small number of pieces discovered unattributed 
after the advent of eBay, but it remains one of the three toughest to find in the “20” series of 
Vermont coppers, ranking just behind the Ryder 26 and 28, but ahead of the Ryder 21 and 22. 
The variety seldom comes in truly choice condition — though when it does appear nice, the prices 
are strong. The finest known, an Uncirculated piece from the Ford collection sold for a jaw- 
dropping $57.500 way back in 2003! The Partrick-Syd Martin coin was called Uncirculated in 
the former sale where it brought a bit over $15,000; for some reason it was downgraded to an 
AU in the Martin sale, but still managed a bid of a couple hundred dollars more than it brought in 
Partrick, grade it what you will it was likely the second finest known for the variety, followed by 
the Dittmer coin which was graded lower at EF but still managed to bring $20,400 in May 2022. 
A Fine in Stack’s Bowers August 2021 sale managed $3,360, while a scratched VG with 
verdigris hit almost $1,100 in the same firm’s January 2012 auction. While certainly not perfect, 
this is a sharp example with decent eye appeal for the grade, free from manmade damage or 
defect, and with the diagnostic and dramatic diebreak bold. Try to find a comparable specimen 


THE EXTREMELY RARE RYDER 4-J MASSACHUSETTS CENT 


A RARITY-7 VARIETY, UNKNOWN TO RYDER 
THE NORWEB-PARTRICK SPECIMEN, AND GRECO PLATE COIN 
Sold for $17,625 in Partrick, offered here at ONE-THIRD that price! 
Missing completely from Garrett, Ford, Taylor, and Newman! 
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50. 1787 Massachusetts Cent. Ryder 4-J, W-6120. Rarity-7. Arrows in Left Talon. NGC 
graded VF-25. This is the Norweb-Partrick-Demling example of this extremely rare variety. 
When this appeared in the Heritage January 2014 sale of the first section of Partrick coins it 
was described as follows: 


1787 Massachusetts Cent, VF25 
Rare Ryder 4-J Die Pair 
Condition Census, Ex: Norweb 


1787 1C Massachusetts Cent, Arrows in Left Talon, Ryder 4-J, W-6120, R.7, VF25 NGC. Ex: 
Norweb. The Greco plate coin for the reverse die. This extremely rare die pairing was unknown 
to Ryder, and was discovered by Q. David Bowers in mid-1958. This piece is not the discovery 
coin, but was actually found by Bowers following publication of the first piece. Mike Packard 
knows of only five examples in all conditions, with the present VF representative being 
Condition Census for the variety. The coin is likely the second-finest known, with the finest 
grading no finer than XF, per Bowers. Both sides display smooth chocolate-brown color, with 
an area of planchet irregularity on the rim at 9 o'clock. The devices are evenly worn, though 
CENT remains nearly complete. 

Ex: Empire Coin Company (9/1958); Norweb Collection (Bowers and Merena, 3/1988), lot 
2655; Jon Hanson; Donald Groves Partrick. 


Purchased at that sale by dealer Tony Terranova for $17,625, it was then sold to collector Mike 
Demling. When sold by Stack’s Bowers in the March 2018 sale of his Massachusetts coppers 
collection it was described there as: 


Extremely Rare 1787 Ryder 4-J Massachusetts Cent 
Probably Third Finest Known, Ex Norweb 
1787 Massachusetts Cent. Ryder 4-J, W-6120. Rarity-7. Arrows in Left Talon. 
VF-25 (NGC). 


149.5 grains. The Ryder 4-J die marriage was discovered only in the 1950s by our own Q. 
David Bowers, combining Ryder's obverse 4 with the then newly discovered reverse J. This 
specimen was found by Dave following the publication of the discovery coin in Empire Topics 
J and sold into the Norweb Collection. This is one of only 5 specimens known to Massachusetts 
Copper maven Michael Packard, and is the Greco reverse plate specimen; it is also most 
probably the third finest known example, after the PCGS MS64RB in our (Stack's) July 2009 
ANA Sale and Richard August's VF-EF specimen. Surfaces are a pleasing and even dark 
brown, with some scattered marks and a planchet irregularity noted through MM of 
COMMONWEALTH. An entire generation passed between the offering at auction of this coin 
in 1988 and its reappearance in 2015. Advanced collectors of Massachusetts’ copper coinage 
should revel in this second opportunity at this storied rarity after a hiatus of only 3 years! 
Provenance: From the Michael Demling Collection of Massachusetts Cents. Earlier ex Norweb 
Collection, purchased from Empire Coin Company (Dave Bowers) on September 5, 1958; 
Bowers and Merena's Sale of the Norweb Collection, Part 2, March 1988, lot 2655; Donald 
Groves Partrick Collection (Heritage, January 2015, lot 5706); Tony Terranova. 


An extremely rare variety, the Partrick specimen is the only example of the variety found in the 
Heritage auction archives, and the Stack’s Bowers archives show just two others, the flawed 
VG in the Twin Leaf collection and the amazing Choice Uncirculated piece mentioned above 
that brought just shy of $100,000 over a dozen years ago. While the census likely includes two 
more examples not known to the previous cataloguers (thus accounting for the solid R-7 instead 
of High R-7 rating), the new pieces are lower grade coins with roughness or other problems, 
and the present specimen appears to still be the third finest known of the variety (not second 
finest as stated in the Heritage description). The opportunity to own a 4-J is one that seldom 
comes along, and this variety was missing from most of the foremost collections of 
Massachusetts coppers ever formed — including that of Hillyer Ryder who literally wrote the 
book on the series, as well as the collections of Garrett, Taylor, Ford, and Newman, a most 
telling comment on rarity indeed since each of those collectors was known for the depth of their 
holdings. The rarity of the variety is even clearer when many major collectors were able to find 
only the same coin to fill that variety in their holdings — as is the case here, with this exact 
piece being in three major collections over the course of well over half a century. A legendary 
rarity in the series, this exact coin hammered at $17,625 in the Partrick sale eight years ago. It 
isn’t often that one can pick up an extremely rare coin with an exceptional provenance and get 
it for ONE THIRD of what it sold for at public auction. Here is just such an opportunity, and I 
ant pleased ‘to alter this Com dics h.052.5. 8 acts Seechie la dl antares tn alan dates: $6,000 

In the original Partrick collection NGC slab, with the Norweb provenance also noted 
on the slab itself. 


THE VERY RARE 1788 RYDER 12-K 
Missing from the Taylor and Norweb collections! 
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51. 1788 Massachusetts Cent. Ryder 12-K, W-6340. Low Rarity-6 [probably rarer than 
this]. Period After MASSACHUSETTS. Fine overall, though in a PCGS slab where this is 
graded VG detail. However you don’t see pleats in the Indian’s tunic, most of the eagle’s 
feathers, and most of CENT on its shield on a VG coin, all of which are visible here! The 
peripheries are a bit weaker than the central devices, and though the legends are often weak, the 
only letters not visible are the CHU of MASSACHUSETTS at the top of the reverse. Lighter 
brown, with tan devices, the surfaces very lightly rough, which accounts for the “details” grade, 
though we have all seen pieces with lesser surface quality make it into straight-graded holders. 
Regardless, this is an extremely rare variety, one that is seldom offered in any grade, and I have 
owned just two others of the variety in the last quarter century. Rare enough as a variety that it 
was missing completely from the Taylor and Norweb collections, both known for the depth of 
their holdings. Ford, Partrick and Syd Martin had a nice one — and I mean one: they all owned 
the same coin, ex Hillyer Ryder and F.C.C. Boyd; graded MS61 in the Partrick sale and AUS8 in 
Martin it was a lovely specimen, by far the finest known, and sold for $9,000 in Martin (and just 
shy of $13,000 in Partrick). The cataloguer of the Martin sale astutely noted that the variety was 
“a challenge to locate in any grade above Fine.” When a variety is missing from great 
collections or when a number of those great collections share a single coin, it is a telling 
commentary indeed (we note that the second Ford coin was actually misattributed and was the 
common Ryder 10-L, something that was announced at the auction). The auction archives seem 
to support a higher rarity rating for this variety — there are just five other examples of Ryder 12- 
K in the Stack’s Bowers archives, and just three in those of Heritage. A most respectable 
circulated example of an underappreciated rarity, cheap at........... 0. ccc eee ee cece eeeee eee eee en $500 


The Rare 1788 Ryder 16-M Massachusetts Copper 
Unknown to Ryder, not published until 1961! 
ex Michael Demling collection 


1788 Cent 
PCGS Genuine 


Surface Damage 
Massachusetts, Period 
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52. 1788 Massachusetts Cent. Ryder 16-M, W-6410. Rarity-5. With Period After 
MASSACHUSETTS. Very Fine details, this was Lot 3058 of the Michael Demling 
collection, sold by Stack’s Bowers in March 2018, described as: 


Very Fine-20 Details—Surface Damage (PCGS Genuine). A dark brown example with a thin 
film of detritus on the obverse surface, the reverse shows hard, glossy though corroded surfaces, 
but without diminishing the overall sharply detailed eagle. Though Rarity-5 today, this variety 
was inexplicably missed by Ryder in his original monograph and was first identified by W.P. 
Keller in the pages of Colonial Newsletter in 1961. Provenance: From the Michael Demling 
Collection of Massachusetts Cents 


One of only a handful of varieties that was UNLISTED by Hillyer Ryder when he wrote his 
monograph on the series in 1919, and one that was missing from his personal collection (later 
to Boyd and Ford, though that collection did contain a pair of the unlisted Ryder 15-M variety). 
Also missing from many other old-time holdings, including the fabulous Norweb collection 
which had the best offering of this series after Ford. The Scherff coin was a VF that was lightly 
rough and brought $747.50 in March, 2010, while a solid VF brought $1,150 in Stack’s May, 
2007 sale. While no longer the extreme rarity it was a few decades ago, it still remains difficult 
to find in any condition. This “unlisted variety” is cheap at just................cc ccc ece ence ee eee $425 

While unlisted in the Ryder reference, this variety WAS listed in Crosby nearly a half- 
century earlier, as the distinct double bow end on the obverse occurs with no other variety; 
apparently it was then rare enough that Ryder never examined or owned one. It was 
“rediscovered” in 1952 but wasn’t published until the January, 1961 issue of The Colonial 
Newsletter, when W. P. Keller stated that he then knew of four examples, one of which was 
actually in the collection of the American Numismatic Society, where Ryder had often visited — 
and the ANS actually published Ryder’s work! 


Q. David Bowers ’s Bolen Copy of the Large Stars Confederatio Cent 


A 


53. “1785” (i.e. 1863) Large Star Confederatio Cent, James Bolen Struck copy, Musante 
JAB-7, Kenney 2, W-14230. Rarity-6. Choice Extremely Fine. This is Q. David Bowers’ 
own example of this very rare issue, now listed in the Whitman Encyclopedia. It was sold by 
Stack’s Bowers in their January 2011 Americana sale, where it appeared as Lot 6599 and was 
described as follows: 


Choice Extremely Fine. Obv. Diana at altar, INIMICA TYRANNIS AMERICANA around. 
Rev. Thirteen stars within circle of rays. CONFEDERATIO 1785 around. Smooth light brown 
surfaces, in fact largely the appearance of a high-grade colonial issue more so than a product of 
the 1860s. Likely among those artificially worn to pass as a genuine rarity, with even Bolen’s 
secret mark carefully removed at the Y. 

Provenance: From the Q. David Bowers Collection; Charles Litman Collection; Donald M. 
Miller Collection. 


One of just 30-40 examples struck in copper (Bolen’s notebook gives the lower figure, while 
am 1882 work cited the higher number), these dies were defaced before they were sold, so no 
other perfect die state pieces could be struck. This example was worn down and almost 
certainly sold as an original at some point in the 9" century — easy enough to do prior to the 
publication of the Crosby reference which at least had an illustration of an original specimen 
that collectors could use to compare. But, as the Stack’s Bowers cataloguer stated, this has the 
look and feel of a coin from the 1780s, on a copper planchet with the right look of the era, and 
the reverse centering of the Confederatio die a bit off, as one would expect for an original. 
Undoubtedly more than a few collectors were fooled by this piece, and in 1905 Bolen himself 
stated "although I have never thought or tried to pass one as genuine, I have often regretted 
having issued them as I have been informed that they have been worn or rubbed and made to 
look old, then sold as genuine." An Uncirculated example appeared in the November 2021 sale 
of the Anton collection and brought $3,840 (the description there well worth reading). This far 
more deceptive, lightly “circulated” copy is more interesting to us, and one wonders just who it 
TORS! APEICCU Ah WSU perpasecxwaheanmnadeus aaeyetadedauweraxuaversumencunteednalecasmeteleedextalenindnd $800 

No lot ticket from the 2011 auction referenced above, though easily plate matched to 
that sale. 


Previously Unknown THIN PLANCHET 1787 Immunis Columbia! 
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54. “1787 Immunis Columbia Copper / Large Eagle Reverse. W-5680. High Rarity-4 as a 
variety, Rarity-7 on a thin planchet. Plain Edge, Thin Planchet. PCGS graded AG-3, 
though nicer than that. This is a previously unlisted THIN PLANCHET Immunis Columbia, 
tipping the scales at just 70.06 grains — less than half the typical weight for this type! 
Discovered by dealer Kevin Vinton, it appeared in Stack’s Bowers February 2019 sale as Lot 
305, where it was plated and described as follows: 


“1787 Immunis Columbia Copper / Large Eagle Reverse. W-5680. Rarity-4+. Plain Edge, Thin 
Planchet. AG-3 (PCGS). 4.54 grams. A respectable example of this scarce and enigmatic type, 
both sides retain the boldest detail around the peripheries. The thin and broad planchet suggests 
that this piece was actually overstruck on a British counterfeit halfpenny, though no evidence 
of an undertype remains visible. The centers are well worn with only partial outline definition 
to the seated figure and eagle. The surfaces are rough and granular overall with dark olive- 
copper patina, minor edge ding at | o'clock, few small pits in the center of the reverse. 

The origin and intent of the Immunis Columbia coppers had long been debated by numismatic 
scholars. Walter Breen had suggested that they were patterns for a proposed U.S. coinage, 
although the number of examples known and the evidence for extensive commercial use that 
most display suggest that they were intended for circulation. If these had been intended as a 
proposal for contract coinage, as suggested by Breen and others, it would seem that fewer 
would have been struck and higher grade examples would be the norm. Although not a perfect 
piece, this is a desirable coin both for its scarcity and for the fact that its level of preservation 
helps to support the argument that the Immunis Columbia coppers were intended for and saw 
actual commercial use.” 


A fascinating piece, especially if overstruck on something, as the 1787 Immunis Columbias are 
known struck over Maris 26-S New Jersey coppers (and those are extremely rare), and one over 
a counterfeit British halfpenny would be most exciting indeed! Better than the grade assigned, 
the details are at least VG, the thin planchet accounting for some areas of weakness. We have 
never seen or heard of another, and this is a chance for a collector to acquire something that is 


THE EXTREMELY RARE SMALL HEAD 


NOVA EBORAC COPPER 
Perhaps the sharpest of just 13 examples known! 


55. 1787 Nova Eborac Copper. W-5765. Rarity-6+. Small Head. Formerly in a PCGS EF 
Details slab, now liberated from the plastic. When sold in the June 2021 Stack’s Bowers sale, 
this was described as: “A rare offering of the most elusive of the four Nova Eborac copper types. 
This is a recently discovered specimen that can be added to the just over a dozen previously 
accounted for. This new piece displays an exceptional level of detail for the variety, on par with 
the Newman specimen graded VF-35 (NGC) and called ‘possibly the finest known.’ 
Microporous dark olive surfaces with orange on the highpoints. Marks are few; a thin scratch 
across the effigy to the O in EBORAC the only one to report. The "tooled" designation assessed 
by PCGS concerns what appears to be filing on the reverse rim between 6 and 9 o'clock. Nicely 
struck throughout, the reverse die is slightly misaligned to just past 6 o'clock, an orientation seen 
on a few other specimens of the variety as well. The overall appearance is rather handsome 
thanks to the bold detail and lack of serious marks. A significant coin that would make a proud 
representative of the Small Head type in an advanced colonial cabinet.” The photos in the 
catalogue unfortunately made the coin look rather garish, whereas it is a nice deep olive — the 
photos here are accurate in color and sharpness. The Small Head Nova Eborac is by far the 
rarest of the four varieties that make up this tiny series, and is seldom offered outside of the 
auction of the largest colonial collections. The Roper-Partrick-Syd Martin coin was a lightly 
rough VF30 that brought $13,200 last year, and the cataloguer of that coin specifically noted that 
the example offered here was likely the sharpest example known. The cataloguer also noted 
there that “The Whitman Encyclopedia suggests that these may come from the same shop as the 
1787 Connecticut Muttonhead coppers, and stylistically the designs sure do look similar. The 
reverse seated figure is especially evocative of the Muttonhead. The designs certainly don't look 
much like the other Nova Eborac, and the textural elements (like planchet shape and quality) 
aren't very similar to the other Nova Eborac either.” 


When cataloguing the Ford coin, Michael Hodder noted that ten examples were known to him. 
Expanding on his list, this appears to be the current census for this extremely rare type, ranked in 
my order of preference. 


1) 


2) 


3) 


4) 


5) 


6) 


7) 


8) 


9) 


Parmelee-Mills-Brand-Boyd-Ford, called “Fine or so/Very Fine” in the Ford sale of May 2004, 
lot 307, where it brought $17,250; it would slab anywhere in the 35-40 range today. 
Bushnell-Crosby-Eric Newman, called VF35 in the May 2014 sale of Newwman’s collection, lot 
30377, though rough and with some light corrosion, it hammered at $52,875 (!). 
Roper-Partrick-Syd Martin, called XF40 in the Partrick sale where it brought $30,550 and VF30 
in the Martin sale, where it was a bargain at just $13,200. Lightly rough, but attractive. 

This example, EF details and actually sharper than the above coins, though with the light rim 
filing noted at the lower left reverse. Photographed in its former slab in both the Stack’s Bowers 
June 2021 sale (lot 1187) and Heritage August 2022 (lot 91099), both with unattractive photos 
that do not do the coin justice; as noted the photos above show accurate color and sharpness. 

The Norweb coin, sold in the March 1988 part II sale, called F15 to VF20 in that catalogue, this 
would likely slab today anywhere in the 20-30 range. Later in the Henry Dittmer collection, sold 
twice by Heritage, first in May 2022 as lot 3685, and then again in January 2024 as lot 3015, 
slabbed as VF25 in both sales, but neither description noting the Norweb provenance. 

A previously unknown specimen in the Bowers and Merena August 1999 auction, lot 3, graded 
net VF20 there, noted to be sharper but lightly porous, so the 20 grade seems accurate today. A 
small planchet clip at the base of the obverse will make it easy to trace in the future. 

Eric Newman’s duplicate, consigned to New Netherlands famous 5 1“ auction, lot 170, called VG 
in that very conservatively grade sale, the obverse weak, but likely a coin that would grade VF20 
today. This was later in Bowers and Merena’s 1988 New York Public Library sale lot 2087, 
Stack’s January 1992 sale lot 170 and Coin Galleries July 1992 sale lot 3125. 

The Crosby plate coin (Plate VII, No. 12). This must be the Appleton coin, now in the collection 
of the Massachusetts Historical Society, as Crosby mentioned he only knew of three, the other 
two being the Bushnell and Parmelee pieces, and his plate is quite different from those two. Fine, 
the obverse bust quite weak. The Martin cataloguer did not note that this was the Crosby plate 
piece. 

Ted Craige, lot 319 of the March 2013 sale of his collection, optimistically graded as EF details, 
this might get a VF details grade today, with very rough surfaces, scratches, a gouge at the date, 
and several rim flaws. Still it was the best to appear in over a decade, and managed a $15,275 
bid. Later in Heritage June 2020, lot 3334, where it was more properly graded VF details. 


10) The Taylor coin, ex Richard Picker, called AG/Good in that sale, the obverse is VG, while the 


reverse is closer to Fine, and this would likely grade anywhere from an 8 to a 12 today 


11) Oechsner-John Pittman coin, sold as a VG in lot 1229 of Oechsner and Good as lot 116 of the 


October 1997 sale of Pittman’s collection. VG overall, but extremely rough and with a heavy 
obverse dent in the right field. In the New Netherlands 51“ sale, Walter Breen notes that Pittman 
found one in a Canadian bank, which is confusing as the New Netherlands sale was in 1958. But 
Pittman displayed his coin in a June 1954 meeting of the Rochester Numismatic Association, and 
it is possible that he sold it there to Oechsner, as colonials were not his specialty, and he was 
always short of funds buying the proof federal coinage he liked. If so, he must have bought it 
back at the Oechsner sale in 1988, and it was sold again with the rest of his collection. 


12) Henry Dittmer duplicate, sold by Heritage in May 2022 as lot 3054, graded VG8, NOVA mostly 


gone, very rough, and with some obverse scratches, it brought $3,120. 


13) Joel Geoffrey, VG, extremely porous, the obverse bust quite weak, it brought $4,312.50 as lot 


6038 of the January 2011 Stack’s sale of his collection. 


An exceptional rarity in the colonial series, this imperfect example is sharper than any of the 
others known. The three nicer overall ones have brought between $13,000 and $52,000 at 
auction, and the worst known, an extremely porous VG managed over $4,300 when last sold. 
This one, the first example of the variety I have ever been able to offer for sale, has got to be a 
IDE aT EUS Ett oe the ie tn Ota orem othe te aati awa iu alg $9,000 


AN AMAZING TRIPLE STRUCK MACHIN’S MILLS 
An Extremely Rare Error, ex Syd Martin (of course) 
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56. 1771 Machin's Mills Halfpenny. Vlack 2-71A, W-7670. Rarity-4 for the variety, High 
Rarity-7 as a TRIPLE STRIKE. PCGS Graded Fine-12, an accurate grade. In the March 
2023 offering of delicacies from the Syd Marin collection, this was described as: 


119.6 grains. A charming and fairly dramatic multiply struck piece with clear evidence of three 
distinct strikes, each off center to some degree as well as rotated from each other. The first 
strike was perhaps closest to a regular strike appearing to be off center by just about 5%. The 
second strike is 10% to 15% off while the third and final dominant strike is a good 30% off 
center. Light olive-brown surfaces are mildly porous throughout but free of any serious marks. 
Provenance: From the Sydney F. Martin Collection. Earlier said to be ex Abe Kosoff; 
Christopher B. Young, August 2010. 


An extremely rare error in the Machin’s series. While a couple dozen double struck examples 
are known, the number of triple strikes can likely be counted on just one hand, with at least a 
finger or two leftover. This is the only triple struck piece in either the Stack’s Bowers and 
Heritage archives. While the Howes-Rosen-Trudgen book does not address error strikes, any 
expanded second edition might want to consider including a section on double and triple 
strikes, along with the overstrikes which are already mentioned in the text (this type of 
information is in the appendices of Syd Martin’s books, and makes for fascinating reading). 
Incidentally, both this book and Randy Clark’s massive work on Connecticut coppers sold out 
extremely quickly, positive signs for the state of our hobby today! This is an especially bold 
triple strike, and not one that takes mental work and a good glass to make out — all three strikes 


In the special Syd Martin slab, accompanied by Syd’s original handwritten envelope, as 
well as a handwritten small, round ticket also in Syd’s hand. 


The Very Rare 1774 Machin’s Mills, Vlack 7-74A 
The only obverse die with GEORGIUS instead of GEORGIVS 
One of the finest known, ex Richard August collection 


57. 1774 Machin’s Mills Halfpenny. Vlack 7-74A, W-7770, U instead of V in obverse 
legend. Low Rarity-6. PCGS graded VF20, though in our opinion a Choice Very Fine or 
better, and a candidate for regrading. A beautiful specimen of a very rare variety and distinct 
type coin, one of just two to have the obverse legend read GEORGIUS instead of GEORGIVS 
(the other, sharing this same obverse die, is the 1772-dated Vlack 7-72A; die states show the 
1774-dated piece was struck first). Boldly struck, the legends razor sharp, the date strong. The 
obverse design detail nearly warrants the EF grade, with almost full armor and facial features, 
the hair strong with only the laurel wreath a bit flat. The reverse is, as always, a little softer at 
the exact center, but the seated figure is as bold as any I have seen. What sets the coin apart is 
the lovely color — a pleasing light tan, with a small toning spot at the center of the obverse bust 
and a smaller one below the chin. The surfaces are hard, quite unusual for the variety (compare 
with the Whitman Encyclopedia plate coin which is rough. There are a few light marks from 
circulation, and one ancient scratch on the obverse from the nose to the jaw, this toned down and 
not as noticeable. The Whitman Encyclopedia lists the Condition Census for the variety as VF20 
to VF30 — this exact coin was the one there called 30, from the Richard August collection (a 
conservative grader, he called it VF-XF, which I agree with, making it a 30 coin); this was his 
frontline collection coin for several decades before it was upgraded. In the new Howes-Rosen- 
Trudgen book on the Machin’s Mills coinage, the Condition Census for the variety is given as 
VF25-XF45, and it is assumed that the 45 coin is what Richard August upgraded to. This is the 
most pleasing overall example in either the Stack’s Bowers or Heritage archives. Syd Martin’s 
frontline coin was slabbed as VF30 but darker and rough, and not a very attractive coin. This is 
a first-rate example of this rarity, with an outstanding provenance and likely to be the nicest the 
collector can hope to find at this time. The new, revised edition of the Whitman Encyclopedia 
prices this variety at $4,000 in VF20 and $6,500 in EF (oddly, considering they consider a 30 to 
be the finest known). This is an excellent buy at far less money than it books for in just VF20, 
and a fraction of the full EF price. You will not find a nicer one............. cee ee eee ee ee eeee ees $2,500 


THE FIRST “1 OVER HORIZONTAL 1” FUGIO VARIETY 
Newman 10-G, in the terminal reverse die state 


58. 1787 Fugio Cent. Pointed Rays. Newman 10-G, W-6700. Rarity-5. UNITED STATES, 
1/Horizontal 1. Very Fine or better details, a coin that has spent some time in the ground, 
which has given the surfaces a light but even roughness which softens some of the central detail 
a bit, but which is not deep or disfiguring. Particularly strong along the peripheries, with 
FUGIO and the date bold, while just the first letters of MIND and BUSINESS are weak at the 
base of the obverse. The neat overdate, where the first digit was accidentally punched in 
horizontally, partially ground down and corrected is sharp. UNITED STATES is a little fuzzy 
on the reverse label, though mostly readable, while WE ARE ONE is bold. All the rings are 
sharp; this is the terminal die state for this reverse, which the late Rob Retz described as “break 
into ring 2 forms small cud, die failure in rings 1 & 2.” This obverse also pairs with a reverse 
with the STATES UNITED legend at the label, the Newman 10-G offered in the next lot. 
Certainly cleaned after it came out of the ground, the coin is a light brown with very faint 
pinkish undertones on the obverse high points and some light green haze on the reverse — both 
could be improved by someone skilled in such matters, of course. This was a very high grade 
coin when it was lost, likely AU or better, given the sharpness of the details, and the soil 
conditions were gentle enough that the couple centuries it spent underground only slightly 
impacted the strength of the coin. The last AU to sell at auction was Pierre Fricke’s coin which 
brought $26,400 in the November 2021 Stack’s Bowers auction of his collection. In case that 
price seems like a fluke, we note that the coin it is tied with as finest known was Eric 
Newman’s example, and that realized $25,850 in the 2014 Heritage sale of his collection. Here 
is a coin that still retains much of the detail of those high grade pieces, but at a fraction of the 
price — sure, we would all prefer either of those two unimpaired AUs, but having a sharp 
enough example and an extra $25K in the bank isn’t a bad compromise either. Getting ANY 
Fugio variety with this kind of detail under a grand is nearly impossible today — and having it 
also be a rare variety, and a naked-eye, Redbook listed type coin is just icing on the cake; we 
expect interest in this Com at ONLY. .65.cc.0srcessanecaceeresssoessssenvaceetessdudopseentestoaeareonees $950 


THE SECOND “1 OVER HORIZONTAL 1” FUGIO VARIETY 
NEWMAN 10-T 
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59. 1787 Fugio Copper. Pointed Rays. Newman 10-T, W-6705. Rarity-5. STATES 
UNITED, 1 Over Horizontal 1. 4 Cinquefoils. NGC Graded VG-8. Closer to a Fine, 
especially on the reverse, this is a pleasing circulated example of this scarce variety, the 1 of 
1787 first punched in the wrong direction, horizontally instead of upright, with the error fixed 
by a correctly positioned 1 being punched over it, though traces of the error are still visible. 
This example is from the “Old New England Collection” sold by Heritage in April 2014, where 
this piece appeared as Lot 3798 and was described as: “1787 1C Fugio Cent, STATES 
UNITED, 1/Horizontal 1 VG8 NGC. N. 10-T, W-6705, R.5. The obverse with a blundered | in 
the date was paired with both STATES UNITED and UNITED STATES reverses, with the 
former slightly scarcer than the latter. This medium brown Fugio copper has readable legends 
and lacks any mentionable abrasions. The crevices on the reverse show granularity. Listed on 
page 87 of the 2014 Guide Book. From The Old New England Collection.” 


The Newman 10-T variety is unknown in Uncirculated grades, though a few AUs are known. 
It was not present in the Bank of New York Hoard, and the majority of examples extant today 
seem to be in Fine or lower condition. This clean and evenly worn example is nicely free of 
appreciable damage or defect from circulation, and has nicer eye appeal than many we have 
seen that have merited a grade of Fine. Fugio coppers seem to be one of the hottest areas in the 
market today, now that PCGS has listed them as part of the Federal American coinage series 
and not as colonials. The rather limited supply will be stretched even thinner as more 
mainstream collectors seek to collect the series or at least add type coins to their sets — and this 
“1 over Horizontal 1” is a major type. The less attractive VG in Stack’s Bowers April 2022 
sale brought $960, and that was the only one in this general grade range that has been sold at 
auction in the last couple years. We like this one better overall, and are happy to offer it at 
ST spcetcete outs rat stan dente sree ines tb ok vt Sam re bre dieionanne nance me banda were aneee desta enicutee not $1,000 


The Very Rare Newman 17-WW 
Only 8 records in the Stack’s Bowers and Heritage archives! 


60. 1787 Fugio Copper. Pointed Rays, STATES UNITED. Newman 17-WW, W-6945. 
Rarity-6, likely high in that rating. PCGS VG-8, the obverse closer to a Fine, the reverse a 
shade weaker so VG is a good grade. From the Richard Moore collection, sold by Stack’s 
Bowers in February 2014 where this was lot 439 and ably described as: 


154.9 grains. Primarily light tan, warmer charcoal toning resides in the fields and protected areas 
on both sides of this slightly porous copper. The date and MIND YOUR are bold, while the 
remaining devices and letters are visible in the presence of generally even wear. A die crack 
from 8 o'clock on the obverse extends to the sun dial and a couple of planchet streaks are visible 
on the reverse from 11 to 12 o'clock. A rather wholesome piece, and free of singularly distracting 
blemishes. This scarce variety is worthy of bidding pursuit. 


Traditionally given an R-5 rating, that is simply too low. Indeed, it has been known to be too 
low since at least 2012 when the Rob Retz coin was sold, and the cataloguer there noted that 
“even at 13 known, it's barely cracked Rarity-6+, and we would be much more comfortable with 
that rarity rating (or even regular R-6) than R-5. It is not common by any stretch.” The Stack’s 
Bowers online archives contains a total of just six different examples sold at auction (the Retz 
coin was the nicest in flawed VF, the others all damaged in one way or another), and the 
Heritage archives contains just two auction records for the variety (in Good and corroded Fine). 
This is clearly NOT an R-5 variety — and also not one that collectors can afford to be too very 
picky on! A stroll through our own fixed price lists shows we have not offered an example of 
the variety in over a quarter of a century, and we have always specialized in rare die varieties of 
copper coinage. The most recent auction price is the Syd Martin coin, sold by Stack’s Bowers in 
September 2023 — graded Good-4 it realized $1,020! This example, double the grade of that 
coin, is offered here at LESS MONEY - literally the definition of a good buy! Considering that 
most of the seven pieces that have appeared at auction are in Details holders, this straight-graded 
VG is a coin the specialist would do well to consider — who knows, it may be another quarter- 


The Rare Newman 19-Z, “Raised Rims” Reverse Type 
this reverse used with the AMERICAN CONGRESS pattern 


61. 1787 Fugio Cent. Pointed Rays. Newman 19-Z, W-6975. STATES UNITED, Label 
With Raised Rims, Large Letters in WE ARE ONE. Rarity-5. Fine, the reverse with some 
details approaching a VF grade. A well-struck example of this popular issue, the reverse die 
unlike anything else in the series, with a raised rim around the reverse label, and the letters in 
STATES UNITED and WE ARE ONE all handcut into the die, not punched. This reverse was 
clearly something special, having first been paired with Obverse 1, the only die with a cross 
after the date and no cinquefoils, which was the obverse used on the extremely rare 
AMERICAN CONGRESS pattern. Well struck, this example has a bold FUGIO and date; 
MIND YOUR BUSINESS is a bit less sharp, but all the letters are there with just the bottom of 
the B off the planchet as centered. The sundial has a quarter of the Roman numerals visible, 
and while the sun’s face is mostly flat it is outlined, and all the rays are visible. The reverse is 
stronger, with a full WE ARE ONE at the center, STATES UNITED weaker in the label 
around, as often the case, though most of the letters are at least partially visible. Lighter brown, 
the obverse with faint but even roughness to the surface — not deep or dark, really just softening 
the details a bit. The reverse is smoother, with some circulation marks scattered in the rings. 
An attractive circulated example of the variety and distinct type, with strong detail. The light 
obverse roughness would prevent it from straight grading at any of the services, but we have 
seen lesser examples in VF Details holders. This reverse used on two other varieties, the 
slightly rarer 12-Z and the prohibitively rare 1-Z, which means the 19-Z gets additional demand 
for both the variety and the Raised Rims type. There were no examples of this variety in the 
Bank of New York hoard, yet there are a small number of Uncirculated and very high-end AU 
coins still extant, which to this cataloguer suggests that some were purposely saved as being 
different from regular Fugio copper issues — contemporary collectors who are today unknown 
but are likely the reason for the survival of some of our high grade colonial and state coinages. 
The Syd Martin coin sold in September of last year came from us, and was a bit of a bargain in 
that sale at just $840, and also graded Fine. A dark and very rough Fine in Stack’s Bowers 
April 2022 auction brought $720, this more attractive specimen is offered at a price that would 
Ie Mate ty Weal TSS a Sia stcetecad venta wteaucutee cemecuuadedeuamecevasnvelswenatnusuaceeeexmaanestysst $850 


TED CRAIGE’S ENIGMATIC STRUCK BAR CENT COPY 


62. Undated Bar Cent, unlisted Struck copy in Copper. This is the Ted Craige example of 
this enigmatic early copy, and was offered by Stack’s Bowers in their 2013 ANA sale, where 
this appeared as Lot 1325 and was described as follows: 


“Undated Bar Copper. Unlisted Struck Copy. Copper. EF-40. 114.7 grains. Deep red-brown 
throughout with some crusty adhesions that only come to light under low magnification. A neat 
copy of one of the most famous of all ‘colonial’ issues. The original Bar copper remains an 
enigma. No one knows who struck it, exactly when, or anything else about it other than 
examples were first noticed in circulation in New York City in the summer of 1785. Today in 
2013 with rapidly increasing free access to Internet archives, including historical papers, no 
doubt much more information will come to light concerning colonial and early American coins, 
tokens and medals. 

From the Ted L. Craige Collection. Paper envelope with collector notes included.” 


A fascinating type, of which few examples are known, likely made to fool 19" century 
collectors. The obverse is immediately recognizable with an S in USA that has long serifs and 
is much larger in size than the originals, as well as missing denticles at the border to the left of 
the upright of the U. The reverse has heavy die file marks, and this die was also paired with an 
obverse that had a 1777 date. The late Mike Ringo had an example of this type in silver, a 
copper example was in Stack’s Bowers January 2011 auction, and we have heard of one other 
in copper. John Kleeberg discussed the 1777-dated pieces in the April 1997 issue of The 
Colonial Newsletter, noting that this type was known by the 1880s when Lyman Low made 
rubbings of a specimen in his notebooks, which are now in the ANS library, and with the 
reverse die sharing we can assume these were made at the same time. These crudely-made 
copies have far more charm than the well-known Bolen struck copies, and the Bolen pieces 
tend to be low four-figure items (the one in Stack’s Bowers August 2020 sale bringing $2880 in 
copper, while a silver brought $6,600 in the same firm’s March 2019 auction). These are just 
as old, if not older, and MUCH rarer — and to our minds, far more interesting too. Needless to 
say, this is the only one we’ve ever handled, and it seems a bargain at just.................0.. $800 

Accompanied by Ted Craige’s original handwritten envelope and the lot ticket from the 
2013 ANA sale. 


A PAPER-THIN 1789 MOTT TOKEN 
Only 32.9 grains — 1/4 the weight of normal thin planchet specimens! 


63. '1789" Mott Token. Breen-1020, Rulau NY-612. Super Thin Planchet. Plain Edge. 
Rarity-8 for this planchet stock. Fine or slightly better, likely a VF plus piece, the central 
details weaker than the peripheries, simply because there was no metal available to flow into 
the deep parts of those dies. This token tips the scales at just 32.9 grains — so thin that you 
could literally bend it in half between your thumb and forefinger (but please don’t). The thin 
planchet Mott tokens tend to weigh in the 120 to 130 grain range, and the lightest we recall 
seeing was around 115 grains, while the thick planchet pieces weigh in the 150-165 range, and 
the extremely thick pieces generally hover around 200 grains. The Anton collection had a 
unique jumbo planchet piece that was quadruple struck on a planchet of 238 grains — an 
exciting coin that sold for $1,920 in the November 2020 Stack’s Bowers sale. This example, 
though, is at the farthest opposite extreme of the weight scale, and is the type of oddity that 
excites collectors. It is 75% lighter than any example we have ever seen, and is likely unique 
as such. The Mott tokens are one of the more intriguing of tokens dated in the post-colonial era. 
It was long accepted as a token struck in or near the date it bears, but others disagreed, noting 
that the eagle design used here was that found on US gold coins minted after 1834 — 
conveniently ignoring that this exact design was used on the Heraldic Eagle gold coins as early 
as 1795...and that similar depictions of an eagle with raised wings were used on signs and in 
newspaper drawings even earlier. The eagle image itself was notably used on the Massachusetts 
coppers of 1787-8, the only difference being the wings pointed down instead of up — surely not 
enough of a stylistic difference to claim that the Mott designs could not have possibly been 
made until the Hard Times era! An alleged “overstrike over a double brockage large cent” has 
been shown to be a “sandwich” coin, hammered between two large cents, and easily replicated. 
While some have spurned it as a later issue, it is still listed in the Redbook with the post- 
Confederation tokens, with commentary that it may be later. There is certainly much left to be 
discovered about this issue — and as more libraries and museum archives are brought online, we 
may soon find an answer. Until then the 1789 date means it will still be collected with 
colonials (much like the 1781 North American token, and most of the 1783 Washington pieces 
which were all struck in the early 1800s). This unique super-thin planchet piece would be an 
excellent companion piece to the Anton jumbo planchet specimen — but it is available for a lot 
less money than that coin brought! Yours for jUSt............ 0. cece cece e eee eee eee e eee eenaeenas $600 


Ted Craige’s PROOF 1794 Talbot, Allum & Lee Cent 
An extremely rare Proof striking of a colonial coin! 


64. 1794 Talbot, Allum & Lee Cent. Fuld-4, W-8590. With NEW YORK. Small & on 
Reverse. Copper. Lettered Edge. Proof. This is the Ted Craige example, which appeared as 
Lot 410 of Stack’s Bowers March 2013 sale of his collection, where it was described as 
follows: 


1794 Talbot, Allum & Lee Cent. Fuld-4, W-8590. With NEW YORK. Small & on Reverse. 
Copper. Lettered Edge. Proof Unc Details--Spot Removed (PCGS). 158.0 grains. Type with 
small NEW YORK above the reverse ship. The rose-pink obverse toning is suggestive of a 
long-ago cleaning, the reverse mostly chocolate-brown with a soft red underglow. Sharply 
struck and marginally reflective in a bold light source. Old spot worked off the surface - not too 
successfully - at CE in COMMERCE. Still, a reasonably attractive coin that is liable to enjoy 
strong bidding support despite the minor drawbacks. 

Provenance: From the Ted L. Craige Collection. Purchased from Richard Picker at an 
undisclosed time. Paper envelope with attribution notation and Picker envelope included. 


Since that sale the token has been removed from its PCGS slab, likely in an attempt to straight 
grade the piece, but the obverse spot removal would prevent that. Regardless of grade this is an 
EXTREMELY RARE Proof striking — one of only a handful of American colonial coins that 
exist in proof condition. The Talbot, Allum & Lee’s were struck in England and imported from 
there to New York, and the few proofs (known for both the 1794 and 1795 dates) were likely 
made as presentation pieces for the firm — or specially struck for British collectors who would 
have included these in their “Provincial Token” collections, despite the New York legend 
(Dalton & Hamer did not include them in their 20" century publication because of that, though 
they did include the various mules with this obverse die). We sold a slabbed Proof 60 on our 
20" Price List in 2019 that had multiple orders at $2,250. This one is available for significantly 
less, and though not slabbed it is a guaranteed Proof specimen, as stated in the Stack’s Bowers 
description, and is available at little more than Uncirculated money today.................:064 $850 

Accompanied by Ted Craige’s original envelope, as mentioned. No lot ticket from the 
Craige sale, but easily plate matched to that coin. 


An UNLISTED Unity States Cent STRUCK IN BRASS 
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65. 1783 Washington Unity States Cent. Baker 1, Vlack 27-W, Breen 1188, Fuld 
WA.NC.1783.1, Musante GW-104, W-10130. UNLISTED STRIKE IN BRASS. Rarity-7 in 
this metal. PCGS Graded “Damage — Very Fine Details.” This piece appeared in the Stack’s 
Bowers 2018 C4 sale as Lot 6291 where it was called “an intriguing example of the popular 
Unity States issue, struck on a crudely formed and brassy planchet.” The damage is a dent at the 
lower right reverse which flattens a bit of the area opposite, the remainder of the legends, date, 
and design detail all of the VF level. There are a couple Unity States cent known in brass, 
though they are rare enough that they were not listed in this metal in Baker, or the newer 
Musante work. Extremely rare brass strikes are also known for a handful of the early-dated 
Washington issues, including a Draped Bust cent, ex Norweb, that we offered on our 18" Fixed 
Price List. The famous Garrett collection contained brass strikes of the 1791 Small Eagle cent, 
the 1793 Washington Ship halfpenny and the 1795 Grate Halfpenny, while there is also a brass 
Liberty and Security Penny known. The reason for these brass strikes (and the occasional, very 
rare, other off metal pieces) was usually for the collector market — all these types were struck in 
England, where collectors avidly added them to their cabinets (while Washington had cost 
Britain her American colonies the way he handled himself after the Revolution and during his 
term in office — especially when he walked away from power — was something that earned him 
the respect of that country as well as our own). These same collectors also paid premiums for 
silver, brass and white metal strikes of the Provincial Tokens (““Conder” tokens), and some of 
these Washington pieces are also listed as part of the Provincial Token series as well. Most brass 
strikes exist in choice condition precisely because they were saved by collectors, but not always 
— this one apparently escaped into circulation where it was used and slightly abused, though its 
unusual metal is still obvious today. Those higher grade brass strikes, each of which is unique or 
one of just a couple known, have sold in the mid-to-high four-figures, occasionally breaking into 
five-figure territory. This example, not as nice but extremely rare in this metal, is surely a 
PA TNS PUP g 2p Aap saclea baad cesne te aeeceiknes <gek os cemtee ae cenas tea ceds wena eden anca a eucapeemnae ees $500 


Mrs. Norweb’s Baker-5 Washington Cent 
with her original printed, typed and handwritten envelope 


66. 1783 [i.e. 1815-1820] Washington Draped Bust Cent, With Button on Toga. Baker 5, 
Vlack 22-R, Breen 1198, Fuld WA.NC.1783.22, Musante GW-108, W-10440, plain edge. 
High Rarity-6. Extremely Fine, some details easily into the Choice range. Full, strong legends 
and date, sharp design detail on either side. Medium brown, the surfaces with the light marks 
expected from a lightly-circulated issue, but nothing that distracts. The With Button type was 
considered an extreme rarity when Baker wrote his reference, with the one in the 1883 Crosby 
sale then considered unique. While the cataloguing of the Crosby collection leaves much to be 
desired, it appears that Lot 286 of that auction was the piece in question, there only described as 
“Uncirculated. Light olive. Plain edge.” It brought $4.25 in that sale, which doesn’t seem like 
much, but the same amount would have bought a very nice Washington North Wales Halfpenny 
with two stars on either side of the harp (today a $15,000+ coin) with almost enough left over to 
buy a Washington Seasons medal in silver that had probably been worn by an Indian! The 
present example is from the NORWEB collection, and comes with Mrs. Norweb’s distinct typed 
and handwritten custom made envelope — note the design on the reverse flap, a spider with a 
body made up of the letter N, the letter O making its head, the letter R its posterior — NOR in a 
spider WEB, making NORWEB! Seldom offered, the Whitman Encyclopedia pricing this 
variety at $750 in VF and double that in AU, significantly higher than the other varieties of this 
type they price by grade. A lovely example of a very rare variety, with an outstanding 
provenance and accompanied by Mrs. Norweb’s historical envelope. This lovely EF example is 
offered at far less than what the Whitman guide prices a VF coin at — excellent value for your 
eet Malai -ioceemaneet seek csenscnitarecdacstaaaneectesee ss iguccutcekentnaerececkaniaseevaeusereee $550 

Accompanied by the original Norweb envelope as illustrated, and the lot ticket for the 
Stack’s November 2006 sale of the Norweb Washingtonia, this piece appearing with two others 
in Lot 2012. 


A SUPERB ELECTROTYPE OF THE EXTREMELY RARE 
WASHINGTON ROMAN HEAD CENT 


67. 1792 Washington Roman Head Cent. Musante GW-21, Baker-19, W-1084. Rarity-6 as 
an original strike, probably of equal rarity as an electrotype. Choice About Uncirculated, 
an extremely well-made electrotype of this very rare and immensely popular coin, certainly the 
high water mark for the 1792 pattern issues, with finely engraved dies by the young John 
Gregory Hancock — though one could imagine that Washington’s reluctance to have his image on 
a circulating coin would have been magnified a thousand-fold when that image was dressed up 
like a Roman emperor! Very light rub on the highest points, literally the definition of cabinet 
friction from a century or more of storage by collectors, but a lovely medium chocolate brown, 
the surfaces hard, but with some light hairlines that can only be seen with a glass. As an 
electrotype this lacks the normal lettered edge, and a faint seam where the two shells were joined 
can be seen on the plain edge. One of the legendary rarities of the Washington series, and a type 
where rarity usually joins condition — these were not made to circulate, though at least a couple 
did manage to slip into commerce (including a VG piece that sold at a Stack’s auction in January 
2009 for nearly $30,000!). They were prized pieces for collectors in England, where they would 
have been collected alongside the popular Conder token series — though, oddly enough, the 
variety is not listed in Dalton and Hamer’s work on those tokens (and even more oddly, the cover 
photo for the Quarterman reprint of that work is a Washington Roman Head cent — a piece not in 
the book itself!). By the 1860s, and likely a bit earlier than that, the type became known to 
American collectors — and an 1863 auction sold “a fine copy” of one of these, likely an 
electrotype, as only a couple were known to American collectors. Indeed, an example was sold 
by W. Elliot Woodward in an 1864 auction for $480 — a sum that would have bought the unique 
1794 silver dollar pattern in copper, plus a 1792 disme pattern, plus a half disme of the same 
year, with money left over! Today nice examples tend to sell in the $100,000 range, putting the 
20 or so known examples out of the reach of most collectors. A lovely, carefully-made 
electrotype is not a bad way for those of us with much less deep pockets to obtain an example of 
this amazing artistic thumph in metal «045.24 s2.32ccane2ecanateasnonadeageeateodapensas desea asteveacees $600 
Walter Breen’s fanciful claim of this being intended as a satirical piece has been widely 
disproven. Hancock was just 17 when these were made and he clearly intended them for what 
they were. In Miss Banks’s journals she notes only 6 were made — the number known today far 
exceeds that, and it is likely that Hancock or others struck further pieces to satisfy collectors. 


The Very Rare “Third Obverse” Washington Success Token 


Sypney F. Martin C 


Washington-Success 
Large, Plain Edge 


68. Undated (possibly ca. 1793) Success Medal. Large Size. Third Obverse. Musante GW- 
43, Baker-265A (unlisted variety of that number), Breen-1288, W-Unlisted, Fuld WA.1792- 
5.3.Br. Brass. Plain Edge. Rarity-7. PCGS graded Fine-12. A circulated example of a very 
rare variety in the series, struck from an obverse die that was unknown to many early authors. 
The obverse is certainly closer to a VF grade, while Fine seems fair for the reverse. Clean and 
evenly worn, the fields are surprisingly hard, and free of post-strike damage or defect, and the 
coin is a lovely rich, dark brass color, with wonderful eye appeal for the grade. This obverse die 
appears to have broken quite early in life, which explains its rarity today. It is distinctly different 
from the Baker 265 and 266 dies, as we described in an earlier price list: GE further apart than on 
Baker 265, not as far as on Baker 266; GT in WASHINGTON further than either of those 
obverses, the bow on Washington’s ponytail lines up with the space between G and E and the E 
itself. Washington’s nose points a little lower, towards NG of WASHINGTON instead of 
directly to the N. Large diebreak runs across the top of the obverse, diagonally up from the rim 
between RG of GEORGE, across the field, Washington’s hair and forehead, extending out to the 
rim between the AS of WASHINGTON (the diebreak is very different from that found on the 
Baker 265). This variety is interesting in that Baker did own an example (his rougher EF 
bringing $1,200 in the sale of his collection in 2019), but he did not differentiate die varieties in 
the larger series — thus there are many die varieties for things like the Washington Draped and 
Military Bust cents which got just a single Baker number for their general types. The Vlack 
papers, and Fuld and Musante books go into better detail on individual die varieties. We have 
records of just over half a dozen of this variety — and note the Stack’s Bowers archives contain 
just three of this variety, while the Heritage archives have none listed. Anton’s was a lovely 
Uncirculated, at $2,400, and another example from Syd’s collection, a bit optimistically graded 
AU brought $1,560. The first we have offered in decades, and a pleasing circulated example of 
what is truly a hidden rarity in the Series........... 0... ccc cece eee ce ee ee ee eee ee ee ea eee eeeneeeeeeaenens $650 
From the Syd Martin collection, in the special PCGS slab. Accompanied by his original 
envelope and the lot ticket from the 81" Presidential Coin and Antique auction he bought it in. 


A FIRE GILT WASHINGTON HERO OF FREEDOM MEDAL 


69. Circa 1800 Hero of Freedom Medal. Musante GW-81, Baker-79C. Bronze, Fire Gilt. 
Plain edge. High Rarity-6. Extremely Fine, a large and handsome medal that would have 
gleamed like bright gold when new, and the reverse is very nearly in that condition still. There 
is rub on the high points of Washington’s hair and the epaulet on his shoulder, and those areas 
and the obverse fields have the gilt worn away, showing the bronze metal beneath, though 
ample gilt remains in the details of Washington’s bust, and the entire periphery. The reverse 
fared better and is nearly full gilt, with just the lightest rub on the highest points of the design, 
which suggests this was in a collector’s cabinet, obverse side up and the reverse protected by 
the soft felt it rested on, likely for a century or more. A very rare variant in the series, the 
planchets were gilded prior to strike and these were clearly made as something special, both 
flashier and costlier than the regular bronze versions. As late as the sale of the Ford collection 
this was touted as an extreme rarity with just three known. By the time the Norweb 
Washingtonia sold in 2006 the number was 5, but there were a pair in the original Baker 
collection sold in the 2019 C4 auction, and another pair in the Anton collection sold in the 2020 
and 2021 C4 sales, these all high grade pieces that brought $2,400 to $3,600. The true 
population is likely 15 or so known in fire gilt, some quite high grade which were clearly 
cherished, others worn down as low as Good (!), which were likely kept as pocket pieces, as 
they would have been larger than any copper coin in circulation in the US — and wouldn’t have 
circulated as a gold piece as a quick test would have shown it to be gilt and not actual gold. 
The 1800 date puts them at the time of the Washington funeral celebrations, and these gilt 
versions may have been produced for sale at — or for wearing to — some of those events, and the 
presence of silver specimens that included a holed and worn example in the Norweb sale 
strongly support that supposition. A special piece for the collector, there are only a handful of 
early Washington issues that come gilt, and they are quite stunning in hand, especially for those 
of us more used to copper hues............ nN A010) 


And an Unlisted Silvered Hero of Freedom Medal 


70. Circa 1800 Hero of Freedom Medal. Musante GW-81, Baker-79, unlisted silvered 
bronze variant. Rarity-8. Very Fine, the reverse closer to the full EF grade level. The 
obverse has the silvering worn off of the high points, the area of Washington’s ear and his 
shoulder, and this side has a number of light marks and ancient scratches, while the reverse is 
nearly free of marks. Washington’s bust is higher than the rim of the medal, so seeing the wear to 
the silvering in that area is expected, but the marks confined to the obverse suggest that this may 
have been carried as a pocket piece, with the Washington side coming into contact with whatever 
else was in the pocket. These rare, early medals, made just shortly after Washington had died in 
December 1799, are known in silver and white metal, both extremely rare metals. Examples in 
fire gilt bronze, as in the previous lot are rare, while this silvered version is the first we have 
seen. Most are known struck in bronze, while a few of those bronze ones are actually struck over 
British “cartwheel” twopences, struck by Matthew Boulton at the Soho Mint in 1797! The few 
pieces we have seen called copper appear to be in bronze, with many cataloguers not noting the 
difference between the two metals. Despite the marks, this is something special in the 
Washingtonia series, an unlisted metal variant of an extremely popular issue, one that was 
enthusiastically collected since they were first struck — though quite a few are known in 
circulated grades, especially the bronze and fire-gilt examples, suggesting that in times of need 
they circulated alongside those Soho cartwheel tuppences that provided planchet stock for some 
of the bronze issues. This is the only silvered example we have ever seen, and it sure seems 
cheap to buy a potentially unique Washington piece for juSt............. 00... cece ese e eee e eee eens $600 


Want a head start on a set of these medals? 
Take the fire gilt and silvered versions 
for just $1,200, a savings of $100 


A RARITY-8 ADMIRAL VERNON MEDAL 
Only two auction appearances for the variety! 


71. 1739 Admiral Vernon Medal. Porto Bello with Vernon's Portrait Alone. Adams-Chao 
PBv 24-S, M-G Unlisted, Storer 94. Rarity-8. Copper. PCGS Graded Very Fine details, the 
details grade a bit unfair as nearly all Vernon medals exhibit some planchet roughness due to the 
low quality metal used to make them. A handsome medal, with a three-quarter length portrait of 
Vernon partly to the left, holding a short baton in his left hand. The reverse gives a view of the 
harbor, with a very small cityscape at the top with six ships in the harbor, one of them on the 
verge of entering. Well struck, the legends are all full and generally bold, and the design detail is 
sharp, with just a bit of striking weakness on the admiral’s head. The light surface roughness in 
the obverse fields is negligible and we have certainly seen more rough pieces get into straight 
graded holders. This is an extremely rare medal, the specimen in the Adams Chao book being 
from the collection of the U.S. Naval Academy. The variety was completely unknown to 
McCormick and Goodhart in their 1945 listing of the series, and Adams notes that the variety 
was discovered by Malcom Storer. Aside from this example, from the Syd Martin collection, the 
total number in the Stack’s Bowers archives is just one — a medal in the Stack’s Bowers 
November 2022 sale that was technically a grade higher, but heavily corroded and with chipped 
edges. This one is far more attractive, and while not as sharp as the Adams-Chao plate piece, 
that example is forever off the market, and this may well be the nicest example of the variety that 
the collector can hope to find. After being mostly ignored for the last century, the Admiral 
Vernon medals have soared in popularity, in no small measure due to the excellent new reference 
book that, for the first time, illustrates and describes the known varieties and furnishes rarity 
ratings. Few medals in the series merit the full R-8 rating, and we are pleased to offer this 
AlEACKIVe CeAmiple OF GIG c05 cick cess ninleasvnnaaedeyeuacs eas cttane ores eee $800 

From the Syd Martin polletion in the distinct PCGS holder with his name listed, and 
accompanied by Syd’s original handwritten envelope. 


A Rarity-6 Vernon Medal 
With Commodore Brown 


72. 1739 Admiral Vernon Medal. Porto Bello with Multiple Portraits. Adams-Chao PBvb 
6-J, M-G 145. Rarity-6. Copper. Nearly Extremely Fine, a very pleasing example of a rare 
medal. While most of the Vernon medals features portraits of just the admiral, there is a smaller 
group that show both Vernon and others, this one with a bust of Commodore Charles Brown who 
was instrumental in the surrender of Boca Chica. The Spanish governor of the area surrendered, 
giving Brown his sword — but Brown said that he was only the second in command, and took the 
governor to see Admiral Vernon. In what must have been an emotional moment, Vernon 
accepted the sword and immediately presented it to Brown — and it is still in the possession of his 
descendants today. Brown is at the left of the obverse, holding a short baton, while Vernon is at 
the right, holding a larger one. In the Adams-Chao reference, it is noted that “a new engraver, 
‘I.W.” brings a slightly new treatment, new legends, and some new letter punches. He is the first 
in the PBvb series to employ raised, dentilated rims and a flat edge.” Attractive medium brown, 
the surfaces mostly hard and without the usually-seen roughness or planchet issues that often 
plague the Vernon medals. Light, even wear suggests use as a pocket piece more than any sort 
of actual circulation. The only example of the variety found in the Stack’s Bowers archive is the 
Syd Martin piece, graded a full EF, showing the same overall detail as this one, though with 
significant verdigris and spotting, and this example is far more attractive. Very pleasing in every 
PESPECT, ay AUD IE TOF UGE. x sccnaierenanetaciada seco nandiaseans perantadawanieradensnannas codeaanenencnor $400 


A Fascinating 1790 Lead Splasher of a Lafayette Medal — 
engraved by Benjamin DuVivier, 

who engraved dies for several Comitia Americana medals 

Ex George Fuld Collection, the Fuld Plate Piece, UNIQUE! 


73. 1790 Avenger of Liberty in Two Worlds Medal, Reverse Die Splasher in White Metal, 
41.3mm. Fuld LA.1790.6. Extremely Fine. This is a splasher of the reverse die for this popular 
Lafayette medal, made by pouring hot lead onto the page of a book or a letter, then pressing the 
die into it. Such splashers were routinely made before the dies were hardened, so that the 
engraver could check for any problems and fix anything he needed. The back of the splasher 
would adhere to the paper the lead was poured out on, as seen here; the text appears handwritten 
so it was likely a letter of some sort used to make the splasher. This medal was mentioned in the 
Journal de Paris Supplement of May 8, 1790, and was engraved by Benjamin DuVivier, who 
also engraved dies for several of the Comitia Americana medals. The reverse must have passed 
inspection by DuVivier, as there do not appear to be any changes made to the reverse die after 
this splasher was made. Splashers were often destroyed, but were occasionally saved by the 
artist, or presented as gifts. There are a couple splashers known of the reverse of the famous 
1783 Libertas Americana medal, one of which was an unfinished early version of the die that had 
a misspelling of the word INFANS as INTANS which brought an amazing $66,000 when last 
sold by Stack’s Bowers in June 2022. There are more splashers known of the Libertas 
Americana medal than most others because Dupre was cutting those dies on behalf of Benjamin 
Franklin, would send him proofs of the design as he went along; the splashers of this medal are 
historical artifacts and it is amazing that at least four have survived. This Lafayette reverse 
splasher is, of course, not in the same league, but its survival is just as amazing. During the 
French Terror Lafayette fled, rightly fearing for his life. DuVivier, the engraver of this medal, 
publicly offered the dies to the infamous French executioner Sanson in place of Lafayette’s head 
on the guillotine — it might have worked, as Lafayette lived a long and mostly happy life, 
whereas most of the contemporaries of his class had their heads removed from their bodies. A 
fascinating piece of history, the plate piece in the Fuld article on Lafayette medals, absolutely 
unique, all of which seems darmied Cheap At JUSt i. cicscsncsanvaccsperoos pero tansssxapsantepeceseransen $500 

George Fuld’s work, “Medallic Memorials to Lafayette,” appeared in the December 
1957 issue of The Numismatist; this piece plated there, and ex George Fuld collection. 


An Extremely Rare James Bolen Die Trial in Lead 
One of just three struck of this unfinished reverse die, 
the only plain edge example known 
Ex Q. David Bowers Collection 


© 


74. 1864 Liberty Cap store card die trial. Lead, 28.3 mm, 18.0 grams. Musante JAB-9a. 
Rarity-8. This fascinating piece appeared as lot 6600 of the Stack’s Bowers January 2011 
auction, where it was described as: “Sharpness of Extremely Fine, or so but heavily oxidized 
and rough in appearance. Obv. Bust of Bolen 1., J.A. BOLEN above, date below. Rev. Liberty 
Cap at center, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA / LIBERTY around. Unfinished die trial, as 
rays were added around the cap before the regular strikes were produced. Bolen reported three 
struck, while the AJN reported 2. One resides in the ANS Collection, and this piece was 
unknown to Musante who posited that the ANS specimen could be the lone survivor due to the 
corrosive nature of lead. The ANS example has a lettered edge, while this one is plain. Likely the 
only example in private hands. Provenance: From the Q. David Bowers Collection; Charles 
Litman Collection; Donald M. Miller Collection.” 

Since then, the third specimen appeared as part of the Anton collection, sold by Stack’s Bowers 
in November 2021, so all three examples reported by Bolen are known, surprising since, as 
Musante noted, lead does not age particularly well. All three do show oxidation, as expected 
from the metal, yet all are still essentially “as struck” since they did not enter circulation. Not 
just known dies striking a piece in lead, which would still be interesting, these trials show the 
reverse die in its unfinished form, and is thus very much a die trial — perhaps Bolen struck these, 
didn’t like the empty fields around the liberty cap, and added in the rays to make the design more 
vibrant. The Bolen issues have increased in popularity since the publication of Neil Musante’s 
wonderful reference book — and Bolen’s penchant for making struck copies of extremely rare 
colonial coins has led to his entire output being sought after by some colonial specialists as well. 
Unique with the plain edge, though as one of the lettered edge pieces is permanently in the 
collection of the ANS, the lettered edge has just one example available to collectors as well. The 


Accompanied by the original lot ticket from the Stack’s January 2011 auction. 


An Affordable 1811 Canadian Vexator Token 
From the Donald Partrick Collection 
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75. 1811 Lower Canada copper Vexator Canadinsis Halfpenny Token. Breton 558, 
Charlton VC-2A1. Rarity-6. NGC Graded AG3, a fair enough grade. This is one of the 
Donald G. Partrick examples of this rare and popular token, appearing as Lot 97217 of the 
Heritage March 2021 sale of the Canadian portion of his collection — an auction missed by many 
colonial collectors who didn’t realize that it included some French colonial pieces, Vexators, 
Blacksmith tokens, and a number of exceptional counterfeit British and Irish pieces as well. 
Somewhat tersely described in that sale as: “Plain edge. Weak, but visible bust, with some 
legend. The flan is porous, with no visible date and only a hint of Britannia. Scarce. Sold with 
old collector envelope. From the Donald G. Partrick Collection” 
The exceptionally crude designs and strikes of the Vexator tokens have endeared them to 
collectors on both sides of the Canada-United States border, and collectors such as John J. Ford, 
Jr. and Donald Partrick seemed to purchase every example that came their way over the course 
of a half century they collected and competed. Although Breton listed two and Charlton lists 
three different design types, there are actually a couple more out there, which may be reworking 
of known dies, a particularly fascinating example selling in the Stack’s Bowers August 2021 
auction, and the whole series needs to be examined in better detail. The crude die work and 
striking qualities, as well as potentially reworked dies are not far off of the state coinage issues 
struck earlier (it is likely that though dated 1811 these were struck around 1830). While the 
Charlton guide unfortunately spins a yarn that the late Walter Breen would have envied, making 
them a complicated type of evasion copper (which did not exist in Canada), with some tortured 
reading of the coins inscriptions, that work is correct when it states “these crude pieces are 
among the world’s most interesting tokens.” Usually offered only when large collections are 
sold, after the dispersal of the Ford and Partrick holdings these may seem temporarily more 
common than they actually are. It is not that long ago that even the lowest grade example was a 
$1,000 item. Today, this cleanly circulated piece, with the Partrick provenance is just........ $600 
In the NGC slab with the Partrick provenance noted, accompanied by the handwritten 
envelope mentioned in the Heritage description, which is not in Partrick’s hand. 


A SMALL GROUP OF COUNTERFEIT 
BRITISH AND IRISH HALFPENCE 
MOSTLY SOLD FOR THE CLEM SCHETTINO FAMILY 


76. 1744 Counterfeit George II British Halfpenny. Not yet assigned to a family. Rarity-6 
(estimated). Choice Fine, probably closer to a VF grade in terms of actual wear, the dies 
somewhat shallowly engraved, or not struck with enough force to bring out any of the deepest 
detail in those dies, a fairly common occurrence on the rarer George II issues; this was long 
thought to have been intentionally done to make freshly-struck coins appear worn, but that was 
most likely just a pleasant additional benefit to the counterfeiter who had less wear and tear on 
dies, and likely did not have the skills to deeply engrave dies to begin with. The legends are full, 
save for the N of BRITAN which is only faintly visible, and the date is strong. The obverse 
legend reads GEORGIVS, making it easy to distinguish from a regal coin, which has that word 
spelled GEORGIUS for this year; the GEORGIVS reading did not start on regal coins until 1747, 
though this is something that the counterfeiters would have likely known. Medium brown, very 
lightly rough, but with excellent color and eye appeal. A few light marks, including a nick on 
Britannia’s upper legs close to her waist. The George II counterfeits are significantly rarer 
overall than their George III brethren, and aside from a few families like the Simian and Defiant 
Heads, have not been studied in nearly as much detail — something we hope will be corrected in 
the second volume of the series of books studying this coinage (work is being done on it, though 
likely at least a year or more until it sees print). There are only a few varieties of 1744-dated 
British counterfeits known, and they do all seem to be quite rare. Since this price list deals with 
rarities, we have selected just those that we think are R-6 or better to include here, though any 
sort of rarity rating is just an estimate at best. Clem thought highly of the George II counterfeits, 
and had this one priced at $675, though we think that a more reasonable current value is.....$150 

Sold for Clem Schettino’s family, they will receive the entire sale price for this coin. It 
comes in Clem’s distinct handwritten envelope. 


THE RARE LIONHEAD VARIETY 


One of the most amazing counterfeits 
Legends, date and designs cut into the die backwards! 


77. 1771 Counterfeit George III British Halfpenny, Peck Coin ZZ, the “Lionhead” variety, 
possibly part of the very rare Rubber Lady Family. High Rarity-6 . Very Good, a circulated 
example of this very rare and distinct variety, and one that spent a little time underground, which 
has lightly roughened the medium brown surfaces, leaving some diagonal raised striations, likely 
from being in moist soil. In offering the Choice VF Syd Martin coin earlier this year, the Stack’s 
Bowers cataloguers did an amazing job, which deserves to be quoted here: “One of the iconic 
counterfeit halfpennies among over 10,000 different varieties thought to exist, the Peck Coin ZZ 
always causes a stir when one of the handful of known specimens comes to market. The design 
motifs are completely reversed, George III facing left instead of right, as is Britannia, which 
faces right instead of left, and the legends begin at the lower right and go counterclockwise, 
rather than beginning at the lower left and running clockwise, as is normal. In addition, some 
letters are randomly upside down, and the die sinker inexplicably vacillated in the case of the V 
of GEORGIVS, repunching that letter rotated 180 degrees, as if ‘correcting’ that one letter 
mattered or even made any sense in the context of the otherwise totally blundered dies!” In our 
chapter on the Rubber Lady family in the first volume of the counterfeit book series, we 
suggested the Coin ZZ “Lionhead” variety might be tied to that family, which the Martin sale 
cataloguers agreed with. Only a small number of this distinct variety have appeared for auction, 
with Mike Ringo’s bringing $4,312.50 in 2008, and the Anton-Kesse plate coin realizing $2875 
four years later. Syd Martin’s example was something of a bargain at $1,800, though it was in a 
sale with a lot of exceptional counterfeits and several interested collectors were “keeping their 
powder dry” for things they wanted later in the auction. While not as nice as those examples, 
this one is interesting in that it weighs significantly less (75.8 grains as opposed to 108.2 grains 
for the Martin coin, 111.3 grains for the Ringo coin, and 107.1 grains for the Anton-Kesse plate 
coin), and has certainly circulated more than those specimens as well. If half regal weight, with 
an incredible array of diecutting errors didn’t keep this from circulating, then ANYTHING round 
and brown would have been accepted in commerce! From the famed Cobwright collection in the 
UK, this example later in several large American collections as well. While not the highest 


An Extremely Well-Made Counterfeit — 
This would have fooled just about anyone at the time! 


78. 1775 Counterfeit British Halfpenny. Likely part of the Roman Head Family. Rarity-6 
(estimated). Choice About Uncirculated, a very unusual grade for any counterfeit British 
halfpenny! Boldly struck, the legends, date, and all the design detail crisp. What appears as 
light rub on the high points is likely that old cliché, cabinet friction — because this coin was 
probably saved by a contemporary collector as an example of a genuine, regal, 1775-dated 
halfpence! 1775 was the last year that regal British halfpence of this style were struck, and it is 
actually a very scarce year for regal coinage — but is, by far, the most common year for 
counterfeits, so one can certainly see this well-made piece fooling a collector who wanted to 
complete a date set of halfpence, but who would have eschewed a counterfeit issue. Or so they 
thought! Lovely light brown surfaces that are hard and retain substantial original mint gloss. 
There are a few marks, including a couple old scratches in the king’s hair, one extending down to 
his cheek. It is known that freshly-minted counterfeits were darkened, usually by heating them 
in sawdust, and put into a “trouncing sack,” with other coins and probably some other metal 
objects or small stones, the whole thing vigorously shaken, so that even well-struck coins like 
this came out looking at least a little worn and used. While this may have given people taking 
these coins in trade a bit of confidence that they had long been accepted, the real reason was that 
the counterfeits were not made for about 20 years after the date this coin bears! Anyone in 1795 
would be suspect at receiving a bright red Uncirculated coin in change that was dated 1775, and 
that is something that could be seen with even a casual glance and no grading experience. But a 
darker coin that had clearly seen some usage may not have been closely examined — and even if 
someone did inspect this well-made piece, it is highly likely it would have been accepted in 
payment or in change without question. Compare this to the next three lots, for instance, and 
consider which one you would rather take in change! A fortunate survivor in very high grade, 
even if that survival was only because it was thought to be genuine. Few counterfeits grade 
anywhere near Uncirculated, and few of the ones that do have such excellent eye appeal as this 
piece. Clem had this one priced at an eye-opening $1400, which we think is way too optimistic 
Oia OTICe.; Fut anher (te 16 soc ctecsn sos-evucevnie ever ca sueuecer aves tees scenes Cpa aden: $350 

Sold for Clem Schettino’s family, they will receive the entire sale price for this coin. It 
comes in Clem’s distinct handwritten envelope. 


A Crude, Atypical Simian Counterfeit 
Die linked to the Evasion Copper Series! 


79. 1775 Counterfeit George III British Halfpenny, Simian Family. Rarity-6 (estimated) 
Very Fine, most details high in that grade level. A rather atypical Simian, with the obverse bust 
engraved in fine detail, and the Britannia figure on the reverse with more normal-sized arms, but 
assuredly part of the Simian family, with letters and date all engraved into the dies by hand, and 
with an unusual teardrop-shaped shield, which is common on the Simian farthings. Everything is 
sharp as expected for the grade, and given the very thin 74.5 grain planchet, there was likely no 
more design detail than this when the coin was first struck. Medium brown, the obverse with 
some mottled hues that do not look bad in-hand, the surfaces hard and a bit glossy. No major 
marks from circulation, and overall quite pleasing. This obverse was also paired with a 1777- 
dated Simian reverse that is part of the evasion copper series, having the word “GILT” 
mistakenly engraved in the globe area and partially gouged out, making it look something like a 
cud! That “GILT” phrase is found on many buttons of the era, as well as on one evasion copper 
obverse, and one wonders if a button maker may have been responsible for making them all — the 
more you study the counterfeit series, the more weird things like this show up, and you see dies 
crossing the lines between counterfeit, evasion, and even Conder tokens! This is a scarcer 
variety, and few are appreciably better than this, including the example in this cataloguer’s 
collection. A Clem Schettino coin, priced at $685 on his envelope, and while this variety did 
bring $500 and more back in the heady days of the early 2000s, we think a fairer price today to 


Sold for Clem Schettino’s family, they will receive the entire sale price for this coin. It 
comes in Clem’s distinct handwritten envelope. 


An Old Guy George Family Coin — 
Crude, aged bust with double chin and saggy jowls! 


80. 1775 Counterfeit British Halfpenny. Old Guy George Family, Dies 1-75A. Rarity-6 
(estimated). Fine or so overall, weakly struck at the lower right obverse periphery and most of 
the reverse periphery, though only the EX of REX is lost on the obverse, while about half the 
letters can be seen, though faint, on the reverse. Clean lighter brown planchet, the surfaces hard 
for a coin that clearly spent some time in circulation, with the absolute minimum of marks. The 
Old Guy George Family is an interesting one, originally known with this single obverse paired 
with three different reverses, dated 1773, 1774, and 1775, and the reverse dies decreasing in 
crudeness for each of those years. A second obverse was found to be paired with the 1773 
reverse and was unique for a decade before another turned up on eBay, producing a fierce 
bidding war, before hammering into for four figures! The family was originally thought to be 
extremely rare, and auctions from the Ringo sale in 2008 onwards for four or five years saw even 
lower grade examples routinely sell for $500 or more (including ones in this writer’s collection). 
These prices had the predictable effect of getting British collectors to look for them and sell them 
to crazy Americans — something that was happening 150 years ago with rare colonials, and has 
continued ever since. So while not as rare as once thought, it is still a difficult family, and one 
that saw heavy use. Clem’s price of $775 on this one is clearly from that earlier era, and we 
wouldn't dream of Charsine YoU MOTE TAM. . esecees.ceadeuencsseaneveencouedarernenedeledmeielass $100 

Sold for Clem Schettino’s family, they will receive the entire sale price for this coin. It 
comes in Clem’s distinct handwritten envelope. 


The Very Rare Second “Puffy Head” Variety 


81. 1775 Counterfeit British Halfpenny. Part of the Coin Z Family, this is the” Second 
Puffy Head” or “Pig’s Head” variety. Rarity-6 (estimated). Extremely Fine, an exceptional 
grade for this rare variety. The obverse die was either very deeply engraved or, more likely, 
ground down around the periphery, so that while the legend is visible, the letters are often 
weaker than one would expect given the strength of the design detail, or the reverse legend. That 
is the case here, though all the letters are visible, the RE of REX weaker than the rest. The 
distinct obverse bust, unlike anything else in the counterfeit series is sharp, with its large jaw and 
porcine snout strong, as is the detail in the hair and armor. The reverse is even sharper, with the 
legend bold, the date sharp, and with excellent design detail in the seated Britannia, and an 
especially bold shield by her side. This reverse was also used with the “Puffy Head” obverse, 
and this family was given an overview chapter in our first book on counterfeit die varieties, and 
will likely be covered fully in the second book, with all known varieties illustrated. Medium 
brown, the obverse slightly darker than the reverse, and both sides with extremely hard surfaces 
that have few actual marks from circulation. This is a variety that is most often seen in well- 
worn condition, so the less-than-flattering depiction of the King certainly did not limit its usage 
amongst his subjects! One of the nicest examples of the variety we have seen! Clem noted this 
to be “Ex. Rare” which is no longer the case, though it is still in the R-6 level. He also had it 
priced at $660, which was a fair enough price when the variety was still extremely rare — but 
today, tus lovely example will Tn VOU JUSt icc sdcunedyaxch ly ess dcdanewstcaseeverkceyiaieseeeein $200 

Sold for Clem Schettino’s family, they will receive the entire sale price for this coin. It 
comes in Clem’s distinct handwritten envelope. 


A Rare 1772 Irish Simian 


Non-regal date, no genuine coins struck this year 
Reverse legend misspelled as HIBERNEA instead of HIBERNIA 


82. 1772 Counterfeit Irish Halfpenny. Rock G3-1772-2. Rarity-6. Very Fine, a well-struck 
example of this rare and popular variety. A well struck example, the obverse legend is full, the 
bust showing excellent design detail for the grade. The reverse is a bit stronger, with the legend 
full, including the E instead of I that makes the legend read HIBERNEA, and the date is strong 
and full, an important feature since this is a non-regal year, one in which no official Irish 
halfpence were struck (though British halfpence were). Light brown, the surfaces hard, with a 
few trivial striations and just a couple circulation marks that you will need a glass to see. A very 
pleasing example in hand. This piece is part of the large Simian family, which contains almost 
every type of copper coin that would be found in circulation in the late 19" century — William II 
halfpence, George II, and George III halfpence for both England and Ireland, and George II and 
George II British farthings. The only type not seen yet for the Simian family is an Irish farthing 
— though so few regals of that type were made they would not have often been found in 
circulation. There are even a few Simian evasion copper varieties, two of which pair an evasion 
obverse with counterfeit British and Irish reverses! The Simian family has nearly all of its dies 
completely hand-engraved, including the letters and numbers, with no punches used. There are 
hundreds of individual dies, and the vast majority look like the work of a single engraver — yet 
there is remarkably little die-sharing. It is likely that most of these dies were sold to other 
counterfeiters who struck a variety or two or three each before retiring, getting caught, or having 
the dies they bought break, and then buying new dies to continue their money-making scheme. 
The non-regal dates are always much rarer than counterfeits with correct dates — though, there 
are a surprising number of non-regal date Irish counterfeit halfpence, often of amazing crudeness 
— yet not a single one of those varieties is even remotely common. There were certainly fewer 
made, and while it might not have been common knowledge, once it became known that any 
example of a certain date was no-good, it would be easy enough for people not to accept them in 
commerce, resulting in far fewer being saved. A rare coin, and quite pleasing.................. $350 

This writer’s article on the non-regal Irish counterfeits appeared in issue 147 of The 
Colonial Newsletter, December 2011, with every variety then known photographed and 
described, and given a unique number. All issues of CNL can be found on the Newman 
Numismatic Portal, and downloaded for free. 


ORDERING INFORMATION: 


e All prices include postage and insurance 

e Payment can be made by check or money order or through PayPal at no additional charge 
if sent via “Friends and Family” from your PayPal account. Other forms of PayPal or 
credit card payments are also acceptable but are subject to a 3% surcharge to cover the 
fees involved. Zelle payments to (619) 929-7926 are free of fees for both of us 

e California residents must add 7.75% sales tax to any purchase under $1,000 (or provide a 
valid resale number when ordering). In-state orders of over $1,000 are not subject to 
California state sales tax 

e Allitems guaranteed genuine (except for those explicitly offered otherwise) 

e Allitems come with a no questions asked 14-day return period after you receive them 

e We are happy to e-mail photographs of any pieces in a larger size which can be enlarged 
on your computer screen for enhanced viewing 

e We are happy to discuss layaway plans, with no interest charges added 
All coins are stored in bank vaults, and we maintain no over the counter facilities 
Your satisfaction is the most important part of our business 


To place an order: 


e e-mail us at: rosaamltd@ gmail.com 

e call us at: (619) 929-7926 (but please note we are on Pacific Time and leave a message if 
we cannot answer; messages will be returned in the order they are received) 

e write us at: P.O. Box 3447, San Diego, California 92163 
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